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TANYA — CC emfwemfemfw
concepts have been gleaned from various Sources, his
doctrines nevertheless present a complete and unified
system, and there is much refreshing originality in its
presentation and  consistency.

ButJ)Schneur Zalman did more than that. Very often
he has so modified, reinterpreted or remedeled-the ideas
which he had assimilated, as to give them an originality
of their own.

To Rabbi Schneur Zalman, as to Qabbalists in general,
the Torah, the Jéwish Written and Oral Law embodied
in the Bible and Talmud (the latter including both the
Halakhah and Midrash), was more than a Divinely inspired
guide to the summum bonum. It constituted the essential
law and order of the created universe.® The Qbbbalaky
in its interpretation, was nothing but the inner, esoteric
dimension of the Torah, its very “soul.” Without this
dimension the Torah could not be fully understood. Con-
sequently, when he looked for the “inner,” or esoteric,
meaning of Biblical and Talmudic texts it was not for
the purpose of adding homiletic poignancy to his ex-
position, but rather to reveal their inner dimension. In
his system the esoteric and exoteric, the Qabbalah and the
Talmud, are thoroughly blended and unified, just as the
physical and metaphysical, the body and soul, emerge under
his treatment as two aspects of the same thing. The
polarity of things is but external; the underlying reality
of everything is unity, reflecting the unity of the Creator.
To bring out this unity of the microcosm and macrocosm,
as they merge within the mystic unity of the En Sof (The
Infinite) — that is the ultimate aim of his system.

3, THE COMPOSITION OF THE TANYA

Structurally, the Tanya may be divided into a number
of sections, each dealing with a major subject and comi-
prising a number of composite topics. :

The first sectiori of the work (chapters 1-8) is devoted
to an analysis of the psychological structure of the Jewish
personality. ™2 Here the author discusses the two levels
of consciousness (to use modern terminology) on which
a person operates. These two levels of consciousness are
derived from two sources, which the author terms the
“divine soul” and the “animal soul.” He examines the
essential attributes and practical faculties of each. In
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