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Rabbi Monachem M. Schneersohm

Lubavich
770 Eastern Parkway By the Grace of G-d
Brooklyn 13, N.Y. 18 th of Tammus, 5714

Brooklyn 13, N.Y,

{holom uBrecho:

I nave received your letter of June 13th, in which, after a brief
bicgrupnical outlins of yourself, you present your problem, namely that
you recently becams aware of & feeling of apathy and indifference to the
religlous rites and practices, dus to = perplexing doubi to the
suthenticity of the Jewlech Tradltion, by which you undoubtedly mesan the
Torsh and ¥ltzvoth, and you wonder how this may logically be proved.

I hope that this is indeed your only difficulty walch has weskend
your observence of the iitzvoth Measlyos in daily 1ifejin most cases the
true reason 1s the desire to make it easy for oneself and uvolding =
"purdern' snd then seeking to “justify" this attitude on philoscphical
crounds. In the latter case the problem is more complicated. In the hope
that you belong to the minority, I will briefly state here thes logical
basls of thne truth tihs: the Torah snd Mitzvoth have been giveu to us
Jeza by Divine Revelatlon, This 1is not very dirfficulc to prove, since
the prccf i1s the same a8 wll other evidence that we have of hlstoric events
ir past goneratlions, only much more forcefully and convincingly. By way
of 1llustration; if you are asked, how do ycu knos there existed such s
person as Rambam(whom you mention in your letter) author of Hayad
Hachuzak:, Sefer ilamitzvoth, etc,.,, or the like, you would surely reply
fhe ' you zre certaln zbout his existence from the bocks ho had written,
ard altheocu h dambam lived some800 years ago, his works now in print have
beon ropriatsd from esrliesr editions, and those frouw earller onss still,
uainterruntedly, golng back to the very mamaxs mamscripi which ‘he Rambsm
wrote Lirn his own hund, This is considered asufficisnt proof even ia the
fuce of discrepercies or contradictions from one book cf Ranbam tc another
on¢ of hls, Juch contradictions do not demolish the sbove proof, but effor
tv sre mzde to reconcils them, in the certainty that both have been writte)
by tle swne author,

The sume kint of vroof substantiates any historlex puast, which we
curselves hauve not sitnessed, and all normal peopls sccept them without
question, except those who for some reason are interested in falsificatlon

In many cuses the autheanticity of s historlc event is based cn the
evilence of a limited group of peopls, even where there 1ls room to
suspoct that hho witresses were not,perhaps, quite disinterstsd; but be-
cause tne'e 1s mothing to compel to be suspicious, wnd espocially if we
can checy tue ovidence and counter=cieck it, it is accepted as a fact,

From twhe abovo polnt of view, any doubts you may nmve aubout the
auibenticity of the Jewish traditlon should be quickly dispelled,

e jou know, the Reform movement is but a few decades old, znd even
now taey nd other aplikursim sre insigniflcant by compariso. to the
fuitafxx¥g though thore may be msny amorng the latter who have ncl got the
gtren,ts to overceme tholr pusslons or temptations and consequently
regloct ths observance of the Mitzvoth strictly. At any rats, millions
of sow know smd still do that Ge=d is the author of the Torah sheblksav
ard the "oreh shebalpoh, which He gave to His people Isrsel not only Vo
study btut to observe in practice in daily life, and make it a condition
of the existence and welfare of our people as & whole, and ol ths true
happiness of every individual Jew and Jewess, )

Kow do these millions of Jewsknow, and how did they know in the past
that the korsh is true? _

Simply becaus they have it on the evidsnce of thel: fathers, milldo
58 of Joews that precsded them, and those in turn from their fathers, and
somx on, uninterruptsdly back to the fxzyx milllicns of Jews(if we include 1y
women ard cnllaren &l -hose sbove and below ‘he ags range of the $00,000
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"male mdults), who witnessed the Divins Revelation at Sinai,
Throughout all these generatlons the very same content has becn
tradltionally handed down, not by a single group, but by a pecple

of many millions, of different mentalitlies, walks of 1life, interassts,
under the most varying circumstances, places and times, etc,, otc,
Such evidence can not be disputed,

It is difficult, in the course of a lestter, to elaborate, butl am
sure that even the above should dispel any of your doubts, 1f indeed,
you had any serious doubts, as th the suthenticlty of our Tradition,
nd that you will from now on not permit anything to weaken your obser

f the Mitzv\vantwx of which itself 1lluminss the mind and soul more than any
‘ oth philosophic book can ever do, I shall be glad to hear good news

ths observanc from you. I wish you success,

With blessing,
by

Nissan Mindel

Secretary

X
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By the CGrace of G-d
19th of Elul, 5745
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Mp. Filip De Sutter
Lonklaan 185

9280 Overmere-Donk
Belpium

Creeting and Blessing:

wod

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the lst

of Tyar, in which you write about ybur desire to lecarn Torah,
though you are not Jewish.

T trust you know that the Torah itself has instructions
ae to the approach in such a sitvation. This is that the
Tu?ﬂﬁ - und in a Lroader sense it includes not only the Writ-
ten Torah, but also the Ural Torah (Talwmud, etc.) - contains
ports which are in order to be studied by gentiles, namely,
those that deal with the so-called Seven Noahite Laws, in all
their ramifications and details, which are incumbent upon all
humun beings, both Jew and gentile. On the other hand, there
are other parts of the Torah which are of no relevance to
gentiles, and for various reasons, gentiles should not be
encouraged to take time out to study them, time that they can
yse to better and practical advantage by studying, practicing
and promoting the said Seven Noahite Laws,

In light of the above, I suggest that you should person-
ally discuss the matter with a competent Orthodox Rabbi, who 3:fé;/'
could explain the above more fully, and at the same time

provide you with guidance as to how to go about your study of f
Torah.

I would like to add a further point, which
know, that from the Torah viewpoint, there is no need whateve:
for a gentile to convert to Judaism, in order to achieve ful-
{illment in accordance with the design of the Creator. On the
contrary, Jews are required to discourage a would-be convert
from the idea of conversion, which, could also be further ex-
plained to you by the Rabbi you will consult with,

I trust you

I take this opportunity - inasmuch as Rosh Hashono, the
Jewish New Year, is a day of Divine judgment pertaining to all
peoples and nations - to extend to you prayerful wishes for
success in the new year.

With blessing¥w¥gfﬁ; !

P.S. Becuusé of your obvious concern with the matter, this let-

ter is sent to you via special delivery. Ty
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By the Grace of G-d
Mr, Rosh Chodesh Menachem Av
4340 North Bay Road 5733. Brooklyn, N.Y.
Miami Beach, Fla. 33140

Greeting and Blessing:

Our cohtact has been on matters of a higher level, or, in
Chabad language - "inward" matters. To me, as I hope also
to . you, this means a continuous contact, even during intervals
between correspondence, for where there is a meeting of mindsg
and thoughts, the contact transcends time and distance.

This being the case, and since my thoughts are with you, I
want to share with you in a matter that has preoccupied my
mind in recent weeks, namely, the inadequacy of attention
given to the Chinuch of chi{dren of pre-Bar (Bas)-Mitzvah age,
down to the very little ones. Even in circles where serious
attention is given to older boys and girls, there is a preva-
lent tendency to take the Chinuch of the little ones more
lightly.

This attitude is rather surprising, for the Torah has quite
strong views on the role of the youngsters. Suffice it to
cite the rule laididown by our Sages that as soon as a child
begins to speak, his father must begin to teach him Torah,
specifically the verse 2py> n% ap AvMID 79D 137 AV SN0 -
*The Torah which Mosheh commanded us is the heritage of the
congregation of Jacob" (Deut. 33:14). At first glance, there
fs a very long way between a two%*year old toddler, just beg-
ining to speak, and the Torah which Mosheh Rabbeinu received
at Sinal when he was 80-odd years old and at the height of
his greatness. Yet, this is precisely what the Rabbis had
in mind: to put this toddler in immediate relationship with
the Torah which Mosheh received at Sinai. So much so, that
the Alter Rebbe, founder of -Chabad, begins the Laws of Talmud-
study in His Shulchan Aruch with this very rule laid down by
our Sagss.

In view of the above, I have addressed two special messages
to pre-Bar (Bas)#Mitzvah children, as per enclosed copies,
which I trust you will find i{lluminating.

Heedless to say, I am certain that you will not suspect me

of an indireet appeal for money. For, as you know, it is

our understanding that your priority is specifically bound

up with Miami, whence the volce of Torah will hopefully re-
verberate *o the far corners of the earth., What I am after,
and I make no secret about it, is the children: wpisn »% yn -

ny
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nGive me the persons™ - in this case, the children; to
me, of course, but to Torah, in accordance with the c¢o
ment which Jews recite twice daily: MAnd you shall teach
(words of Torah) diligently unto your children" - m
talmidim, school children.

¥ith blessing for Hatlocho in all you.
activities, both general and personal,
aided by Zechus Horabim, and looking

forward to hearing good news from you

at all times
S e e

s
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MENACHEM M. SCHNEIRSOM

CTPOY DUN NY NHINNbnY
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Lubavitch RN
770 Ecstorn Panavrey
Decoklyn, W, 7L 11210
IR, WIZAA PO 770

Eyedath 36250

Ty

RIRITIIAS

B.H.
10th of Cheshvan, 5734
trociklyn, N. Y.

Dr. arnd Mrs, and
61 Cranwich Read
London, M. 16,

Greeoting ond Blessing:

In addition to the reports that I recelve frem. time to
time indirectly, I was pleasod receive just now Mrs, Stern's

to
I

(]

Jetter of the 4th of Choshvan. was gratified to xead the
goed news about hexr octivities in 5. Africa, ospeclally with
th2 school children. WNow 1%t is quite evident how imporcant
anc ucrgent has been the appeal mado in the latter par?t of
this summer, conterad on
opInon Tavar aawnv(vI3) A orpayvy 00%%ay vop

The above, incidentally, convevs a basic lesson, which
becomes more obvicus by ansiogy frowm medicine, which has two
general aspects: cuxe and prevention, The first has to do

.

with curing the sicit; the zecond - with preventing sickness.

A% firet ~lance, the accomplishment of the physician in curing

the sick seems more imprassive by 1ts dramatic resdits, Lhon
preventive medicine, where there could he somo delusion thaz
sickness would be somehaw avoided. In truth, however, it is
suzely better to be certain of immunity to sickness. The
latter 15 the way of G-d, as it is written:

LIKDIY R ovar D Y oocex %Y T naboon Yo

In the present situaticn, the "enemy and svenger" has made

no secret of his inteniions, which emphasiies again hew true
15 the saying of oux Sages that_apis =vop 030 Y3 17n° And
while the preven*ive powers of Toran and Mifzvoth ur$ also -
in & manner of 1o3a 'op v Yya (U this is c%ear*y theill
mere desirable way, and may G-d grant that hencoferth it w

bo only in this way.

In light of the above it is more urgent than ever to
spread +he Torah, Toras Chuvim, and your contribution through
the "Botrachitungon' 4s ceutainly’part of this endeavor.

e Vi BunC

With 3stoem and bloSSingbv\f;;>éivmh43?*\
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Today is the Shabbos of my /son Eliyahu's Bal-Mitzvah; it is a
special and joyous day for our entire family. Nevertheless,
there is a pall of gloom overshadowing this simcha due to fhe
absence of Eliyahu's mother, who passed away seven mon?hs
ago,

If there were a way to circumvent the pain we'xe feeling =~
then I would not 6222§320che subject at all now, But since
there is no realistic way to do that, instead of skirting the
issue I'd like to sere—in-on what we're all thinking and
feeling, and attempt to channel those sad feelings towards

something good and constructive.

The opening verse in the Haftorah Eliyahu providently just
read expresses it so eloguently: Jonathan, King Saul's son,
said to David, “"You'}l be remembered, because your place will
be empty!"

Itts irresistible to «:ve advice to-a B.. ~ tzvah Bochur,
especially to one's own son. I'll take my lead from King
Solomon in Mishlei (f%overbs) who poetically advises,
"Listen, my son, to the 'Musar’ (rebuke; ethical admonition)
of your father, and do not forsake the ’ngip' of your

mother." Logically, shouldn't this be reversed?

Doesn't the father provide "Torah™, formal teaching of
Judaism, énd doesn't the mother, traditionally, provide the

*Musar®, the daily, informal rebukes and ethics?
But no. King Solomon in his wisdom means exactly what he

says. There's an insight here into the value of specifically
a mother's role in shaping her children's characters and
values. The father's formal teaching of actual Torah is not
what really builds Torah into a child's character. At pesty
a father can only provide "musar", pointiag out the right

direction but not actually leadimg the child along the path,

¢

Iti*s the mother, through h daily actions and the wise way T
she deals with the 1i tle“but important issues in her

it
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children’s lives, who ultimately instills true Torah values

in her children and leads them along the path of

righteousness.

Eliyahu's mother, just by her daily, unassuming words and
deeds, most certainly did instill "Toras Chayim®, a living

Torah, in her children.

Elivahu is fortunate to have much of his mother's characterm -
a good, giving nature; now what he has to learn from his
mother is how to do good when itﬁs ones nature to do good.

He must cultivate a sense of duty and let that be his guide,
not his good heart alone. In this way, his goodness will
transcend whatﬁs comfortizijihz%%i&%fanscend even his own
good nature (for example, when itﬁ% better to withhold good
for the e)., Eliyahu's mother did not let her good nature
dictate when to be kind. Rather, she did what was right
regardless of whether she felt like it or not, and when i
was wrong to be kind ~he was strong enc oh and committed

enough even to withhold kindness when necessary-

My wife did not leave a written, ethical will for her!
children, stating what her beliefs and hopes for her—ehtidron
wese. But her short life was an unwritten but very clear
ethical will-- those values that she so painstakingly
instilled in her eleven children for the fourteen years that
she was a mother. By what method? The only one that really

works: by living example.

One of the challenges faced by parents of eleven children,
G-d bless them, 18 to come up with eleven names. The first
five were easy, but by the time we got to our gixth we had to
start exploring our family trees for names of worthy
ancestors. I spoke to my father and 1 discovered that my
father's grandfather's name was Achiezer. Then I asked my

father what Achiezer's father’s name was.

He didn't know.
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It’'s not surprising that he didn't know. 'After all, we're
talking about a person who lived in the Ukraine and who died
over 100 years ago! It should come as no shock that not only
is his face forgotten, his likes and dislikes... but nobody

even remembers his name.

King Solomon added three very different books of wisdom and
beauty to our precious store of Torah which,the Midrash says,
were written at different stages of his life. Shir Hashirim
(Song of Songs), written when he was young, is a veritable
J}pdé song brimming with optimism; Mishlei (Proverbs), he
wrote during his middle years; and Koheles (Ecclesiastics),
written when he was old, and even wiser, if that's possible,
and slightly secasoned-with a touch of comforti#ss ixg&cfga. In
Koheles he wrote, "Of what benefit are all man’s toils -.:ler
the sun?* 14;3 all forgotten 100 or so years later arjyway,
like my great~great—grandfather, Achiezer's father, who (t

vemain nameless.

But wait. All man's toils under the sun are indeed mortal,
temporal and destined to be forgotten eventually. But toils
"above the sun"-- in the spiritual realm-- those are immortal

and of eternal benefit (Talmud, Shabbos 30, B).

It(s interesting that a woman may be the talk of the town
because of the flashy way she dresses, or the fancy gourmet
dishes she produces. Ehrtf;omehow,after the woman dies nobody
evelbrings those things up. It's so obvious that these ﬂxocJL
tiiTgs were of limited significance while they were taking
place and once gone, they are gone forever. Iyas clearly

only the spiritual values, ethereal and intangible as they

are, that remain.

The "original"™ Achiezer's £athes,whose name we don't even
knowjlives on not because of the transitory, this-worldly
aspects of him that are remembered-- there are none. But in
his other-worldly values, the ones he carefully passed down

to his son, and he to his son, and he to my father, and my W



//w> FoeHrO o

7
PpO o

'
2

S T3y

{

YR N2 ARy e
- L/ -

father to me, and me to my children (including our sixth
child, Achiezer) with G-~d's help-- all by example-~ therein
lies the man's immortality.
J&ié:k;ou“izL;aking your will, consider this. Iaﬁs your
ethical will that has true and lasting meaning, not how you
divide your worldly estate. Your estate will all be spent
100 years from now, or maybe even 100 days after you die. On
the other hand, your values, if they/égA}eal and sincerely

exemplified, will live on.

An¢ .u this sense, Eliyahu's mother did live to be at her

sorn's Bar Mitzvah today.

to celebrate this ofcasion withjus., As they c¢... oif the

with the words "Whlcome to .Los|Angeles eyt the ‘Twentieth -

Olympiad”.

Those of us who /live in southern California cannot help hut
remember the hullabaloo that /took place all across America,
a#d culminating|in Los Angelps. The Olympic fire which burns
on Mt, Olympia [in Athens, Greece, the site of the original

@lympxcs, was ransported ko New York by laser via satellite

and ti. n carried by—dend,

and pliaced by a special person at a very

and-to~hand, from New York to lLos
Arsg eles,

spec ‘al and prominent sitg in the Olympic Coliseumn.

Across the world the torcph went, frdm Athens to the East
coast of the U.S.A. and then across America, carried a few
yérds by this| one, a few yards by that one, until it reached
the L.A. Colijseum. Each one achieved "immortality" by
bringing somdthing "immorkal"™ from Athens to L.A. {to the
extent that e Olympics [are "immortal” and important to

him).
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The tens of thousapds of people who participated in carrying
the torch,.-all shifare a certain prid¢; each one became an

integral, imporfant and irreplaceable part of the process.

On Mt. Sinai, |,300 years ago, G-d gave the Jews the
vrecious, fic¢-'\ torch of Torah and Yiddishkeit. We were
proclaimed as 'a kingdom of Priestp and a holy nation®. Each
Jew that carries the torch a few yards-- 70 or 80 yearsg--

achi-vs his share of immortality as long as he passes it on

Lo the next pdgrson, who also carrié¢s it for his few

vards/ycars and then does the sameJ Seventy years really is

but a short sprint in the grand scheme of things.

voday's ... Mitzvah bochur has a legacy from his mother. kach
~ne of us that knew her and loved her has that legacy, too.
then is what can be done, what must be done, to keep he:
", to assure that she didnOt live just to be foryotten.
name must someday be forgotten, and everything about
ner "under the sun"-- but her essence, her values, «=+t. Not
if her children, her students, and all of us who loved her

take over the torch and carry it further with pride and love,

I light the Shabbos candles in my home ever since my wife
passed away. Last evening, I lit my two licht to usher in
the Shabbos of our son Eliyahu's Bar Mitzvah, And for the
first time in the seven months that I've been doing so, 1
came home from Shul to find one candle still standing tall,
not melting down. It had somehow, inexplicably, become

extinguished prematurely.

How fitting that this symbol of an untimely finish sto.: on

cur table the whole Shabbos of Eliyahu's Bar Mitzvah., Let/e s~
take it as a sign-- to carry on the flame. We need every
individual to takeg%gg:fggzégggég;ﬁ proudly, lovingly, &:

carry the torch of Yiddiskeit, upward and onward, until the

coming of Moshiach.,

o)l






