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»1 would like to tell you of my personal experience in Soviet Russia at the
beginning of the Bolshevik revolution, when the Czar was toppled and the

communists were still in the minority. The attitude to religion started out by
the insistence that children should not be ‘coerced’ in religious matters and
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the choice should be left to them. But they were logically more consistent
than those who preach freedom of religion in this country. In soviet Russia
they banned religion from the schools, to ensure that no teacher would
indoctrinate the children with religious ideas. From the school it was but
a step away to religious ‘coercion’ at home or in private Chadarim and
Yeshivos, limiting group instruction to 3 or 5 and only after the children
come of age, at 18, and can decide for themselves whether or not they wish
to be instructed in religion. The consequences need not be described”.
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By the Grace of G-d
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Mr.
Hebrew University, Jerusalem

Greedng and Blessing:

PS. For many years I have studied at the University in Betlin
and later also in Paris. My principal subjects were the exact sciences
such as mathematics, physics etc. Thus [ had frequent opportunities
0 meet specialists in these fields of science (among them several who
had received the Nobel Prize). It is curious that despite the fact that
these scientists were permeated with the scientific approach, as well as
scientific thinking and methodology, yet when thete arose a problem
in their personal life, particulatly whete the solution would have
necessitated them to change their habits or way of life or to curb their
natural inclinations ctc. — many of them could not a priori examine
their problem in a scientific way.

More significant still is the fact that they simply could not see
how subjective and unscientific they were in this matter, for it really
appeared to them that here too their approach was absolutely scientific,
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I mention the above because it has a bearing on your letter and
['will here specity one point (although it is not the most essential one):
vou write in a mater-of-fact manner and with apparent non-concern
that the words of Rabbi Yehuda Halevi and his proof deriving from
the fact that six hundred thousand adult Jews received and transmitted
the Torah ete., that this “no longer holds the force for me.” 1 have,
of course, heard a similar sentiment expressed by many others and
so far not one of them could explain on what basis the said proof
is refuted, Surely this kind of proof which was advanced by Rabbi
Yehuda Hal evi belongs to the category of basic proof in all sciences.
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5) You write that the time devoted to religious thought and
consideration is well spent. I agree. However, I do not see why this
must necessarily involve dialogue with non-Jews. Surely enough
intellectual and religious stimulation can be provided by strictly
inter-Jewish dialogue. This could be provided even better if this
“dialogue” would not be in the form of a debate with its negative
aspects, as mentioned in my letter. Better rather that it should take
the form of study; to learn Yiddishke! from the original sources

and not from the representations of Yiddishkei by non-Jews,
particularly those notorious for their hatred of Jews and Judaism,
who originated the vogue of so-called “Bible Criticism.” It should
be remembered that these same intellectual spheres in Germany
also provided the fertile soil for Nazism. T trust that vou will
agree that it was no mere coincidence that Germany reared Bible

Criticism, Nazism and anti-Semitism in their most extreme form.
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To a person of your background, a survivor of the Holocaust,
there is surely no need to point out that the idea of rchabilitation of
any ncighborhood, especially a borough of the city of New York with
a considerable Jewish population, evokes the horror of the holocaust.
As a matter of fact, T too and my wife ate holocaust survivors, though
not to be compared to those who sugvived concentration camps. For
they too, as has often been said, are lLiving witnesses of G-d’s miracles
— not only in their survival, but also in the remarkable rehabilitation of
their personal lives and in the significant contributions, both material
and spiritual that they have made to the society and country of
adoption (as has been exemplified so well by yourself and your family).
The forthcoming groundbreaking is yet another eloquent expression
of this personal rehabilitation.
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a considerable Jewish population, evokes the horror of the Holocaust,
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compared to those who survived the Concentration (:am‘ps, T'ot they,
as has often been said, are living witnesses of G-d’s miracles — not
only their survival, bur also in the remarkable rehabilitation of their
pcréonnﬂ lives and in the significant contribution — both ‘matcria.ﬂ_y and
spiritually — they have made to society and country of adoption, as
this has been exemplified so well by yourself and your family. The
forthcoming groundbreaking is yet another cloquent expression of
this personal rehabilitation.
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