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By the Grace of Ged
Brooklyn, N. Y,

Blessing and Greeting:

I am in receipt of your letter of July 13th, in which
you ask for guidance how to influence an old friend sf-sn
‘ s Who had been quite frum in the past, but has
weakened in his convictions,

Needless to say, it would be difficult for you to accome
plish much by way o¥ correspondence alone, Therefore, it
would be well for you to find some mutual friends on the spot,
who could exercise their influence in the desired direction,
while your correspondence with the party in question would
act as a further stimulus from time to time, being guided by
the mutual friends on the spot as to when and what to write
to your friend,

Ag a general observation, I want to tell you of my exe
perience which has convinced me that in most cases such asg
you describe, the true reason for the weakening in the cone
victions was not the result of a more profound study or
deeper insight, but rather on the contraryy it came as a ree
sult, that the convictions which one has he d, have moved an
obstacle to the enjoyment of certain material aspects in life,
And, human nature being what it is, one wishes to a pease cne's
troublesome conscience by trying to find faults with the cone
victions and spiritual aspects,

In view of the above, the most effective approach in
most cases is nPt to attempt to debate the spiritual matters,
convictions and beliefs, but rather to try to bring the per-
son closer to the kind of daily life and activit¥ which
bring their fruits also in this material world, have in
mind an activitiy in the Jewish commBnity, or in the field of
Kosher education’in particular, where he’&ould see the good
results of his work, and at the same time gain perscnal satise
faction from his success., The discuscions mentioned above
would only be of secondary imPertance, so as not to leave any
of his questions unanswered,

What has been said above, is in general terms which would
apply to most cases, However, there are undoubtedly special
factors connected with the individual himself, especially with
his personal character, etc, Therefore, any action directed
at influencing him should first be consulted with people who

(9)
\/
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know him personally, and would know his reaction to such efforts.

A further point which is also valid almost always is that
in such a situation a wife or a fiancee can accomplish a great
deal, perhaps not so much directly as indirectly, This should
therefore also, be considered as a channel of influence., For
as I gather from your letter, the person in question is still
single, Therefore, it would be very well for him if his
friends could find him a suitable Shidduch,.

Incidentally, insofar as "scientific proof" that the
Torah is G-d-given is concerned, which seems to bother your
friend, the fact is, however strange this may seem, that the
best proof is still the oldest, namely that the Torah was
transmitted from generation to generation in an unb§oggg and
uninterrupted chain of tradition, from the time o: e Divine

evelation at Mt, Sinai and the giving of the Torah in the
presence of 600,000 adult male Jews (several million Jews in

all), to the present days There is ng stronger scggngifﬁg
verification of any fact than the Revelation at M€, .ina M

which has been attested to by so many witnesses from genera-
tion to generation,

With bless ng

By

(®
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By the Grace of G-d
29th of Tammmg, 6713
Breoklyn 13, N.Y.

Sholom u'Brecho:

Tour twe letters duly reached me, and I wondered why you did net mentien
anything in the second letter about your cousin Debble, either with regard to
a Shidduch (the best thing for her), or what progress she has made towards
greater Yiddishkeit.

Referring to your questiens regarding several points in Chassidus,
~ 3

’f“

(1) Re the five'faculties' of the Seul ¢/) )7.) , which you fimd
difficult to grasp, I will endeaver te throw seme Tig,ht on the subject with
the ald of eanalogy, dbub such explanatien mmust, of noecessity, be somewhat
sketchy in the course of a letter, Neverthelsss, I hope it may be helpful
to you.

The soul, as a 'part' of G-d above, is essentially ‘unimewable} we do
not lmew what it 1s, but it manifests itself in various ways, and it is in
the revealed area of the soul that we distinguish five ffacultiesh

Nefesh is that faculty ef the soul which menifests itself in matural life,
simil&Y To the life spirit manifested in every living thing, Reason er emotien
do net enter here, except in a rudimentary way, and net enly higher emotions
born of the intellect, but even the lower emotions born of the 'heart] play ne
part.

Ruach corresponds to the manifestation ef life where in additien te the
above the emotional aspeots ef the soul are manifested.

Neshemo (in a particular sense, as different frem the meaning ef 'soul' 7)Y
in gemeral) is still a higher faculty ef the seul, whers the influence of the
intellect is in evidence, -

These three aspects of the soul are clearly reflected in the early life
of a human being as successive stages! In the first few years after birth
the Nefesh ('Sensitive', i,e. ef the senses, aspeot of the soul) predominates.
From The age ef § or 3. the emoetional faculties begin to develop manifestly,
and in due ceurse the intellect e gins to play an ever growing part in human
15.f0¢

The other two aspeots ef the soul are termed Makifin ('transcendental’)
and sre mere geldom revealed, ‘ '

Chaye is asseciated with ecstasy, after ene has bent all three aspects
(H.R.N,J of the soul te Divine worship. It was much in evidence with eur
prophets ef eld, and new find expression in the wershipper whe has attained

(11
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ti etc.), and in the sacred part of life it is the area of Chayo which
S nooiey iacit 1h Divins merviors =

Yechide is even mere rarely found in ovidence, when the very core of
the soul, the Divine 'spark' comes eut inte the open, diffusing throughout
one's being and permeating every fibre of the soul, to the emclusion of all
else. It finds expression in Mesiras “efesh in actu, in sacrificing ome's
life for Kiddush Hashem,

The above is & veory brief explanation, and as you learn more Chasidus
in the Runtresim and ¥aamorim, you will be able te grasp it mere fully.

(2) Re Tzimbzum, You do net specify what aspects of it are not clear
te you. But Inasmuch as you mention the Derech Mitzvosecho, you.will surely
find a great deal on the subject, as indicated in the index, and:"ﬁy notes
at the end.

An illustration can be found in the follewing: Imggine a mathematician
engaged in the highest departments ef maths. who is to instruct a beginner
in the four arithmetical fundamentals (additiens, subtractions, atc.?. In~
gsmuch as the mathematician has spent his life in higher mathematies, it
would require a tremendous effort on his part to take his mind off the higher
analytical studles, in erder to concentrate on instructing the beginner in
the elementary arithmetical rules. It would alse require special efforts en
his part to find the suitable terms and ways end means to make his instruction
simple enough for the beginner to understand, fer to him the simple rules MW
which be is to convey to the beginner are a gross approximation which dees
not convey the profound science of mathematics, The difficulty arises not
from the fact that the edvance mathematician dees not lmow the elementary
rules eof arithmetic, but in the fact that sgroseed in the profound analytiecal
studies, the elementary arithmetical rules are completely ‘submerged’. The
transition, therefore, from the most sublime to the mest elementary, even in
!0.;5’ P{(’D the human being, where there 1s ne distinction between infinite and finite,

\ but enly & distinction of degree, requires a’'contraction' eof ‘forcesf how
b dhdrguy ot mich more so in the case of creatien ¥esh m&g, or in the transition ef the
Ly el ag4 'Light!before the Tzimbsum to the'Ligh er the Izimbzunm,

(3) Re the Four Werlds, which you regard net as sctual worlds, but
different levels atteinable By a person, it is not se. They are actual worlds,
but net in the sense of being in different localities, but they penotrate

» each other, so that the Jew, even during life on this earth of soul in 2 body,
ng .

%L can, through appropriate effeorts W. attain’e 1ife in the werld of

e&rc spiritual Agiyo, in the world ef Tetzire, and even higher still.

By way of illustration: When we ebserve a second porsoy with any ef our
e i senses (sight, hearing, etc.) we na’cicxap%sical phenomena'® This immediate
i o) sense perceptien is then snalyzed by us ihtellectually, when we realize that
toim &ﬁ‘ 0#“::}1 physical phenomenen has e correspending spiritual and PRyghological move~
‘:-——L_—_—-—- ment in the heart or brain. E.g. when we see a person put en Tefillin, we
b o\ are immediately aware eof the movement of ene hand in regard te the other, but
\’intelleotuslly we understand that behind that movement there is & will,
m;“gg;b.xmtm“g; zvah, and that these inner aspects motivate the outer
physical mevements., Thus we i~ ;

in the course of an action, wleseliimit—begobhers And as the oase of the

PnBEE G T B il v o llon

non

B0 .
O, exss
5
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4

on closer reflection we understand that behind that movement there is a
will, end & knewledge of the Mitzvah, and that these inner aspeots metivate
the outer physical movemmnts., Thus we conclude that there exists a second
'man' -~ a complex ef spiritual phensmema, which is the cause of and which
permeates the 'physical cemplex.® And as in the case of the human being,
the micrecosm ('small world'), so we can get an idea of mf the macrocesm
(tbig world').,

For further reference see bekutel Torah Yevorim (Biur) Sols Osis, 49,
There is alse a letter frem my father-in-law,of sainted memory, on the

subject of the Four Verlds, which 1s to be found in copy among the Yeshivah
students,

(4) With regard to what you call the 'hierarchy' of the worlds, we
may refer to the illustration mentioned earlier concerning the influence
of the'inner' human world en his eubter phenomena, showing the actien eof
cause and effect. It should be added that, as often happens, the effect
subsequantly reacts upen the cause, as we see, for exampls, in the case of
prayer, where the wary reciting of the words funs the inner inspiratien
and warmth te a greater degres, In a similar wey is the action and counter-
action of the worlds reciprocal, where the lower worlds receivs influsnce
frem the upper worlds, but in return also contribute light teo the higher
worlds,

In the Index of Derech Mitzvesecho, as well as in the index of
Sefer Homaamorim 6710: etc,., you will surely find further elatorsation
on the above subjscts from different angles.

Wishinz you Hatzloche in understanding the teachings of Chwssidug,

whick chiefly depends upon the student himself, as it is written, 'It is
net removed from thee.., but very nigh unte thee.' (Deut. 30311,14).

¥With dlessing

O,
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the Graco of G-d
11 Tishrei 5712
Brook}.yn. NoYe

In reply to your lotber and questions countained therein:

I, Re the apparent contradiction between the Omniscinecs of G-d
and man's Free Will (or choice of action), there is a whole literature
dealing with the subjest, and it is dmpossidle Yo give an outline of it
in the course of & letter. 1 would refer you, at least, to the Rombam
(Hilechoth Teshivuh, ¢h 5 ). However, 1 canuct leave without some an-
swer, so I will sztete very brielly:

G-d's foreknowledge 1s po contradiction to man's free cholee.
That could be a contradiction to fres choice is compulslicn, not know-
ledges Henoe, a foreknowlodge that is not conpddling oir forcing, is
in no way a limitation on sne's Ire2 cholcey of actlon.

I will oite two 1llustratlons., First, usuuming that there
are msn with propheting knowledg:, their forecast concerning certain
people does not compel thea %o ack in a certaln wey and does not rod
them of their free choloe of acticn,

Seconily, as you know, 3=d i3 not sub%eot %o time, and the

past, present ani futurs is all tlvsqéfma 4o Him (e Was, Is, and Will

be, all in Ons). It follows, that, G-d'h future is like the past, and

as knowledge of a past astion s no contrsdiction to free cholee, so

‘ is His knowledge ofa fu action. In other wordes G~d lmows the

Mamb ~  thoughts of man and his' deolsions, and Mmowladge does not rob man
m— of thinking and deciding how to act,

1I. Re your quastion as to my opinion of the theory of Evolution,
You do not mention what Evolution you are referring to. Presumably
the evolution of wvegetable and animal life.

¥y opinion 1s, as stated in the Torah, that during the Six
Days of Creation, G-d created the Four Kinpdoms (minerals, vegetation,
e.nﬁml and man) independently of each other, Our Sages have enlarged
N upon ‘this gquestion in detailJ Bowever, this Creation does not deny
W the possibility of evolution wdithin each partioular spesies through
% various mutations.

I11. With regard to your question conscerning the role of Aggadah in
the Talmid, particularly those dealing with medicins, I want to point out
that you are touch upon two distinct questions: Aggedah in the Talmud,
and Medioine in the Talmud,

As to Aggadeh, not all Aggadoth can be treated equally. In the

n
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/;cus editions of Ein Yaakov you will find how our Sages classify the
Aggadoth of the Talmd,

As the question of Medicine in the Talmud, they aure not at all
as fentastic as they may appear. As a matter of fact, many medical sug-
gestions in the Talmud have besn confirmwd in recent years as to thelr
therapeuting walue, although medieal science had long derided them.

Gen°mlly speaking, however, inasmuch as the nature of the human
orpanicn has undergzone many clu.lges since those days, lhe medical sdvice
conbained in the Talmd cannot be applied nowad&ys. But it is ciuite cer-
tain that in their days the resedies were quite cffoective.

oo - >

FYor roferonces cemsult: Tosefoth liced~lichon lla W

Losef-Mishnal, ch.4 of Hilechoth Decth, oh.l8, and the scurces mentioned

in Sdei-Chemed, vol, of Kelolim, under "R"™ x1ui 54, viere it is stated

thet cdue to physicel and elimatic changes, mediccl treatment end remedies
of o0ld nc longer hold good generally,

. In the Ristory of Hedical Sclencs murny illuetrations ere cited
"us to chrnges in buth in man's sasceriibility to disease und tred ment,

the develozment of virus etted , new discaces, ete. There iz guite =
literature on the subjsct, and there is no necd for me to enlarge upon this
subject.,

1 an surprised that you lo mol rention in your letbver anything.
about your activities in influencing c¢thers tw Lring then nearer to Torah
and Yiddishkeit, which sorves also to stréngthen one's own convictions,

With blossing,

&)
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