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With thanks to Hashem, we are delighted that you all came to participate
from far and near, in the wedding ceremony of our children Yaakov Yehuda
(Yanky) »v and Rivka (Rivky) "nnv.

At the Rebbe’s wedding, the Previous Rebbe distributed a memento to all
participants at the wedding - a copy of a manuscript of the A/ter Rebbe with
its historical background.

Therefore, at many Lubavitch weddings, when possible, the family distrib-
utes a memento which includes some biographical family history, corre-
spondences they had with the Rabbeim, or just some historical documents

that are in the family’s possession.

Yanky’s grandparents, the Hoch’s and the Sasover’s, were holocaust survi-
vors who went on Mesirus Nefesh to help Yidden at that time. One of them
was even caught by the Nazi’s w"n>; Yanky’s great grandfather was a brother
of the genius and leader in the Mussar movement, (who was very close to
Chassidus), Reb Elye Lopian. The families received many letters from the
Rebbe for many occasions. We have included several documents describing
some of that.

Rivky’s paternal grandparents, Rabbi and v"n%an Rebbetzin Garelik, were
sent by the Rebbe to Italy in 1958. Her maternal grandparents, Rabbi and
v"nYan Rebbetzin Klein, were involved in many communal affairs, as Rabbi
Klein was a secretary of the Rebbe. We have included some documents de-
scribing that.

We have also included some rare pictures of the Rebbe and some articles of
historical nature.

We take this opportunity to wish everyone that we should meet each other
only at Simchos, and that everyone should make many many Simchos! May
we all immediately merit the ultimate Simcha, owr1 %Y 07 NMnw, when
we will continue dancing in the Bais Hamikdosh Hashlishi.

Mazal Tov!
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SEVERAL LETTERS THAT THE REBBE SENT TO THE HOCH FAMILY
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Letter from the Rebbe when the Grandmother Letter from The Rebbe in Honor of the Wedding
of the Chosson was expecting of the Grandparents of the Chosson
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Letter from the Rebbe for the Bar Mitzvah Letter from the Rebbe for the Upsherenish
of the Father of the Chosson of the Father of the Chosson
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EMIL SASSOVER

Emil Sassover was Yanky’s grandmother’s (Mrs. Ayala Hoch) father.

Here are some things that he wrote in his own words.

ﬁ- s a child, I studied with my father almost every day, until I left home on my eigh-
teenth birthday. We studied Torah and Talmud and Davening, but throughout the
years, the most important part of our studies together was the last few minutes of every

session... when my father would teach me Mussar, ethical wisdom.. I had no idea as a child

how his mussar would carry me through some of the most difficult times in my life. When

I was on the battlefield, when I found out I had lost most of my family, when I wasn’t sure if

I would go on, I always turned to his words to carry me through.. to be a mentch, to smile

Emil’s pavents urged him,
to join e Russiay Army
to escape the encroqch;,
Nazis. He joined on fi

cighteenth b!rl/!day_,

in 1943, prrow: 1944,

June 30, 1941, LEFT: i)

and to talk nicely to people. He taught me that
wherever you look, whom ever you see, everyone
has problems, but everyone learns how to cope
and go on with life.. to always be happy no mat-
ter what horrible things were happening.. If 'm
happy I can make others happy. If it’s good for me
and probably good for others, and the opposite. I
saw even as a child, that he and my mother lived
their lives according to these values. My father
probably never imagined the extreme situations
in which I would have to recall his teachings. Even
when he and my mother urged me with tears, to
join the Russian army to save my own life, I don’t
know if they could have imagined what I would
go through, or that most of my family, including
my parents themselves would be killed in the war.
And yet, even in those hard times, I was able to
draw strength from my fathers words.

Emil Sassover from ‘dusk to dawn’
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These two pictures are of the
great grandparents of the Chosson
R’ Arye Leib (Leon) and Chaya
(Clara) Hoch, parents of Yanky’s
grandfather R’ Reuven Hoch

On the right: on their wedding day in
the DP camps. On the left: in the 70’s

he Chosson, Yanky, is named after his maternal great grandfather, Yakov Lapin (Lo-
Tpian). Reb Yakov was born in 1920 and lived in Johannesburg, South Africa. There
wasn’t an armed forces draft in South Africa during WWII, but Joe, as a young man, was
determined to do all he could to help his brethren and he enrolled in the South African
army. Life in combat was precarious at best, and Joe nearly lost his life in battle. Joe’s pas-
sion was electronics, and during the war he worked on a radio wave capture device, which
ultimately led to a process called Netting. This invention aided the Allies in intercepting
enemy radio transmissions and deciphering them, thereby allowing the Allies to anticipate
the enemy’s plans. Joe was ultimately given an honorary degree in engineering in recogni-
tion of his invention.

Joe was taken prisoner by the Nazis, Yemach Shmam, in North Africa. The experience of
being a prisoner left an indelible mark on Joe for the remainder of his life. As a prisoner of
war, his food rations were on a starvation level. After the war there was never a day that he
went to bed without a piece of chocolate on his night table.

He felt great pride in his Jewish identity, and he cherished the fact that he came from a very
distinguished Rabbinic family. Joe’s uncle was the famed Reb Elya Lopian, (1876-1970)
who merited Gilui Eliyahu as related in the sefer, Lev Eliyahu.



Reb Elya’s wife was deathly ill. The doctors told him that there was no hope for her, and
her demise was fast approaching. Overwhelmed and overwrought by the doctor’s diagno-
sis he sought to regain his composure by leaving his home and seeking relief outside where
he could be on his own and contemplate how best to go on. In this state of hopeless dis-

r'“ uw tress, he strolled aimlessly around. An old man

passing by noticed his sadness and asked him

what was the problem that was troubling him
so. He related how sick his wife was and the
doctor’s prognosis. The old man advised Reb
Elya to pick certain herbs in the woods, cook
them, and give them to his wife to drink as a
tea. He reassured Reb Elya that his wife would
recover. Reb Ellya didn’t hesitate to follow the
old man’s advice and he immediately set out
and followed the old man’s instructions. Soon
after consuming the tea his wife, Baruch Hash-
em, recovered completely.

His encounter with Eliyahu Hanavi may never
have come to light if it were not for his yechi-
dus with the Gerrer Rebbe years later. Upon
entering the Gerrer Rebbe’s study, the Gerrer
Rebbe stood up to greet him. Reb Elya asked him, “why are you standing up for me”? The
Gerrer Rebbe replied, “someone who merited to see Eliyahua Hanavi is someone I need
to stand up for”. Reb Elya responded, “someone who knows that I saw Eliyahua Hanavi,
certainly doesn't need to stand up for me”.

The Nazi atrocities against Jews was already well known by the time Joe became a prisoner
of war and his Jewish identity was soon put to the test. One day at line up a German officer
called out to the prisoners, “all Jews come forward”. Joe’s fellow prisoner and good friend
begged him to stay put and not respond to the command. Joe didn’t hesitate. He was un-
able to disavow his Jewish identity. He was the sole Jewish prisoner to step forward! Much
to his relief he was told to go and receive a Red Cross package specifically for the Jewish
prisoners.

Joe became a successful businessman after the war and instilled in his two girls his strong
Jewish identity. His younger daughter, Dobba Beryl, Yanky’s grandmother, came to the
United States to learn in Minnesota and Crown Heights New York and was privileged to
receive the Rebbe’s blessings in yechidus before her Chassunah.

10
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The mother of the Chosson is the daughter of Mrs. Beryl Riven who is the
daughter of R. Yakov Lapin (whom the Chosson is named after) who is the
son of Reb Dov who was a brother of the famous Reb Eliyohu Lapian. Be-
low are some of his quotes and connections to Chassidus Chabad.
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When the Rebbe launched the
“Tefillin Campaign” before the six-
day-war, the “Gedolim” of that time
joined the Rebbe. Reb Elye is the
third signature.
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Here is a quote from his sefer
about learning Tanya
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The Rebbe exiting the “side
gate” of the Montefiore cem-
etery after visiting the Ohel,

and boarding a school bus in
1950
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always wondered: At the yearly Chabad Women’s convention there is something that
Itakes place which is out of the ordinary: before the Rebbe says the Sicha to the women,
the chairlady goes over to the Rebbe and hands to the Rebbe the schedule with the pro-
gram etc. Why? Since when does someone go over to the Rebbe to give something? Why
don’t they give it to mazkirus, like everything else? How did this start?

Ifound aletter in my parent’s archive, written by my aunt, Mrs. Keny Deren to my mother,
Rebbetzen Garelik "nnw after the convention of 5719, that sheds light on this. The Rebbe,
before He started speaking, was looking for the Chairlady (my Aunt). No one knew why,
and at the end of the Sicha (and after all the women went by the Rebbe as was the custom)
she had a private Yechidus (!) with the Rebbe. At the time no one knew what the Yechidus
was about. The reason for that Yechidus was to talk to her about sending a letter to my
mother, Rebbetzen Garelik "nnw and to comfort her as they had just gone out on Shlichus,

and BH my mother got pregnant and she wrote to the Rebbe for comfort (see the letter
below).

So the fact that the Rebbe was looking for the chairlady was a private issue but the next
year it became that the chairlady approaches the Rebbe etc.... and the rest is history.

Danﬁ-/
§90) Dovghes 2
/‘) LS /7

Mrs Kenny
Deren
speaking at
a Yeshiva
Dinner.
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The letter is not dated but the envelope has the stamp of June 3 1959.

Dear Bess,

it’s only 2:30 am.... you're right that there’s nothing to be afraid of. Now we’ll start not with
the beginning, but with the most important. We came to 770 last night at about 8 pm to go
into the Rebbe Shlita. There were not less than 130 women there. Only 1/4 were delegates;
the rest were the new York home committee: hostess, executive, council, presidents, and
any other officers you can think of. The line reached down to the sidewalk. The line to the
Rebbe’s room was packed, and we filled the little balcony and half the steps. They closed
the door to the outside hall so that we could all hear what the Rebbe said clearly. But it was
disappointing not to see him. On our way out, Rabbi Wineberg told me what the Rebbe
had asked: “Where is the chair lady? she should be in front! dos is nisht kein seder.” I near-
ly fainted. There was still a group of women inside who were each speaking privately, and
Rabbi Chadakov told me to wait until they were finished and see if the Rebbe would call
me over. After 3/4 of an hour, the last women left and sure enough, the Rebbe turned that
delightful smile my way. Leibel Goner closed the door and I had a private Yechidus with
the Rebbe....about you.

In the next letter I'll write what he said. .... Seriously, the Rebbe wanted me to write and
explain to you that the discomfort that u feel now, are normal and are a result of your preg-
nancy. This is so Bess, i felt that way too. One expects the physical changes, but the mental,
or whatever you’re bothered with are as much a part of ur pregnancy (especially and most
times only during the first three or four months) and they will disappear as soon as you’re
feeling better. So you see you're really just having a normal pregnancy. The Rebbe advised
that you should speak about these things to one of the women which you feel close and
you’ll find that in discussing them they will get lighter, and soon iy”h disappear.

You probably received his letter with the Haskama. The Rebbe was very enthusiastic
about it, that mama should go to you iy”h, so there you have it. On your cheshbon I also
got a Brocha and a special one for the kids. and bessie’le, if they would have made me go
home last night, i would have said with all my heart “dayenu.” If you can let yourself down
to hear all the details of my trip this far, then read on. if not, put this letter away for a while.

I arrived yesterday noon and since there were still a few hours to kill before the kabalas
panim luncheon at Rebbetzin jacobson’s [house], I went to visit chana [at the bais Yakov
Seminary — LYG]. They told me there that she was in the seminary for a teachers confer-
ence. .... and there I was looking at Rebbetzin Rottenberg, Vachfogel, Shpringer, Bender
and achron achron chaviv Rebbetzin Kaplan. ... I went from there to the luncheon after
first.. into my.. where Haddassah Carlebach greeted me with..... When we reached from



there to eastern parkway. Leah kahan and I met the >171’s mother [Rebbetzen Chana —

LYG] who of course asked about you right away.

I wish T had a dime for every person that stopped me in Williamsburg as well as in crown

heights to ask are you Bessie’s sister? Even the lady in the bakery. You are really a shem
davar. I think that means what I think that means. After the Yechidus the women went

to the benei Jacob on Kingston avenue where all the delegates gave their reports and we

were patur. Sheindel Shneer-
son reported that this year
in Newark they did for nshei
Chabad.

[The rest of the letter

is private]

Rebbetzin Kaplan wrote

a letter to the Kallah’s
grandmother, Rebbetzin
Garelik, after praising the
work that she and her
daughter [Rivka Hazan]
have done, she added that
it was worth to found Bais
Yakov Just for one student
like you!

P9-T10 NI NTewr nwn 22
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By: Levi Yitzchok Garelik

The Hochs and the Gareliks both have a history in the city of Pittsburgh. Therefore, I will
share something regarding my personal connection to Pittsburgh.

*

was one of the most brilliant minds of our generation. He was a
master in Talmud and Halacha, one of the top psychiatrists in the country, and the president of
the Lubavitch center in Pittsburgh. Additionally, he was a big “Meyuchas” (came from a very
respectful dynasty)- he was a descendant of The Alter Rebbe and the Tcherkasser Rebbe (The
Mitteler Rebbe’s son-in-law), and his mother was the sister of the Bobover Rebbe. He was also

an internationally celebrated orator and author.

I grew up in Italy. When I was 10 years old, my parents had to send me away to Yeshiva. They
wanted to send me to New York, but the Rebbe said that I should go to family, as I was very
young. In those days, international communication was infrequent and very expensive, so be-
ing away from my family at such a young age was very difficult. I ended up going to stay by my
Bubby and Zeidy in Pittsburgh.

Luckily for me, although I was far from my parents and siblings, the whole community in Pitts-
burgh was like one happy family: Everyone called my Bubby and Zeidy Posner “Bubby Posner”
and “Zeidy Posner," and “Aunt Kenny” (Deren), “Aunt Miriam” (Nadoftf), and “Tante Goldie”
(Twersky) were everybody’s aunts. Reb Chaim Balsam was everyone’s personal friend and so
was Myer Coen, Morty Milch, the Hermans (and Bubby Herman was my English tutor!)

They all treated me like family, especially Dr. Twersky and his Rebbetzin. They used to invite
me to their house often. Mrs. Twersky baked delicious cakes just for me and Dr. Twersky
would tell me stories of the Rabbeim. I was in awe of these personalities.

In addition to all of his great accomplishments, Dr. Twersky had another talent- he often
made “Gramen” (lyrics) which are sung at weddings. He did so for my cousin (Rabbi) Yisrael
Deren’s Bar Mitzva, and for my aunt Sara Rivka Sasonkin’s wedding, and — just the summer
before I came there — (1971) he made two masterpieces at my cousin Sonia Wolf's wedding and
Sheva Brochos, which later became the tune for the famous song “To Love a Fellow Jew”. (Dr.
Twersky also composed the song Hoshiya Es Amecha that the Rebbe sang numerous times.)

Dr. Twersky realized that I really loved music and singing, so he would occasionally (at my
request) sing the Gramen for me when I came to visit him.



Ilearned in Pittsburgh for about a half year. Before I left (I was 11), both Dr. Twersky and Reb
Chaim Balsam promised me that they would come to Italy for my Bar Mitzva. Additionally,
Dr. Twersky said he would make a special Gramen for the event. This was 1973, when people
did not just travel to Europe for a Bar Mitzva, and certainly not for someone who wasn't even
related! But we were as close as family, and they did indeed come.

About two months before my Bar Mitzva, I was in New York, learning in Oholei Torah. One
day I was told that there was a phone call for me at the payphone. (This was the only call that I
got while in Yeshiva.) It was Dr. Twersky. He said that he had promised me that he would come
to the Bar Mitzva and he would keep his word. However, he had just finished sitting Shiva for
his father, so because he was in Aveilus, he would not be able to make Gramen. But B’ezras

Hashem, for my Chassuna he would make a double one. (And he did — we got married in Adar
5745 (1985). He came to the Chassuna in New York and sang a masterpiece about the Rebbe,
Shlichus, Mivtzoim etc. — see the pictures below).

) g g
The “Pittsburgh group” at my Bar Mitzvah: My zeidy introducing Dr. Twersky Me speaking at my Bar Mitzvah.
Rabbi Dr. Twersky, v'n%2> Reb Chaim to say Gramen at my wedding. Dr Twersky is on the left.
Balsam, my father, my zaidy, me, My
Bubby, Aunt Kenny Deren, v"nan Mrs.
Balsam, my mother, Rebbetzin Twersky

Throughout my years of connec-
tion with Dr. Twersky, one thing
continually puzzled me. 1 knew
that Dr. Twersky had had a spe-
cial Yechidus with the Rebbe years
prior but it seemed to me that he Dr. Twersky, my zeidy and myself Dr. Twersky saying

% dancing at my wedding Gramen at my wedding
had not been to see the Rebbe for a
long time. [See “Here's My Story” by JEM of Shabbos Parshas Pekudei, March 1, 2014, where
Dr. Twersky enumerates his interactions with the Rebbe].

This was on my mind for the years to come. It bothered me greatly, and I was waiting to see if
perhaps I would have the opportunity to bring him to the Rebbe.

And finally that opportunity came.

In the early 1950s, the Rebbe founded the “N'shei Chabad” organization of Lubavitch women.
N'shei Chabad would hold a convention twice a year: the winter event would be held out of
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town, and in Iyar, right before Shavuos, the N'shei would get together for a weekend in Crown
Heights. On Sunday afternoon they would have a lunch program in the Oholei Torah ballroom
with a guest speaker, and at 5:00 PM, all the women would walk to 770 and the Rebbe would
address them. (See also the article on page 20 about the “Minhag” at the convention).

As mentioned previously, we got married in Adar of 5745. Shortly after Pesach, I was at my
in-laws (Rabbi and Mrs. Klein) and I noticed the invitation to the Convention. I began to read
the program, and it stated that the guest speaker at the Sunday session would be Dr. Twersky!

The night before the event, on Motzoei Shabbos, I called Dr. Twersky at his son’s house in
Borough Park and asked him how he was planning to come to the convention. He replied that
he would be taking a taxi. I told him not to take a taxi, and that I would pick him up and bring
him back, for which he was grateful and delighted.

The next day, while in the car, we started discussing the program. I told him that I would take
him to Oholei Torah for the speech, and then we would walk to 770 for the Rebbe's Sicha.
Afterwards, I would take him back to Borough Park. He was confused, as he thought that the
Rebbe speaks the Sichos from his room (either because a few years ago, after the Rebbe’s heart
attack (in 5738), the Rebbe spoke from his room for a few weeks, or because in the early years
the Rebbe spoke to the convention from his room.) I explained to him that the Rebbe speaks
in the Shul for the women (and the men go to the "Vaiber Shul" upstairs in the gallery,) but I
would take him to a special place from where he can see the Rebbe. He agreed to join me.

When Dr. Twersky finished his speech, we walked to 770. I took him to Mazkirus, where he
had a conversation with Rabbi Groner, and then I took him downstairs. I could not bring him
to the women’s gallery upstairs, because he would have had to stand and push with the Bo-
churim and that would not be respectful.

In order to understand what happened next, an illustration is required. The pictures below
demonstrate how 770 was set up while the Rebbe gave a Sicha to the women. The Rebbe is on
an elevated Bima. On the right is Rabbi Hodakov, and at the far right, in the corner, a door is
visible (the “side door” of 770.) In order to get to the Bima from that side door, it would be

necessary to go up a few (movable) steps.

Basic view of a women’s convention. The Rebbe is in the center. On the right you can see the two beams (where Dr. Twersky stood.
See picture in the next page). All the way to the right in the corner, at a lower level, is the “Choizrim space” (see circle) where Reb
Yoel, Rabbi Weinberg etc. would stand. In the picture on the right you can see the Rebbe walking out and Rabbi Weinberg watching
from the lower level “Choizrim Space”.



When the Rebbe would say a Sicha to the women, those steps were removed. That area was
a perfect spot for someone to stand (on the ground, without going up the stairs,) where he
would be able to see the Rebbe without being visible to the crowd. That space was reserved
for the “Choizrim” (those who would repeat and transcribe the Sichos) like Reb Yoel Kahan,
Rabbi Yosef Weinberg etc. (see pictures below).

I decided to take Dr. Twersky to that spot, which would be a respectable place for him to
stand. I took him there, and he had a nice time talking to Reb Yoel.

Right before the Rebbe walked in, I thought to myself a “Chutzpadik” thought: Dr. Twersky
was just the guest speaker at the convention- why shouldn’t he stand on the Bima and have a
“front seat”? I jumped up on the Bima (as there were no steps) and bent down to Dr. Twersky.
I grabbed his arm and I said, “Jump up here with me!” He responded, “To where?” I replied
with, “Follow me”. He obliged. I brought him onto the Bima, placed him next to one of the
beams behind the Rebbe (see pictures) and I told him, “Stand right here and I'll come back to
get you when we’re done.” I then quickly ran away, back into the spot with Reb Yoel. He had
no idea what was about to happen. Right then, the Rebbe walked in and walked straight to
his place as usual, but on the way the Rebbe noticed Dr. Twersky. The Rebbe gave him a BIG
smile, and as soon as the Rebbe sat down, the Rebbe turned to Rabbi Groner and said “Git em
an ort, Dos is doch Twersky” (Give him a seat, this is Twersky.) The Rebbe recognized him
instantly. There was a bench right there, but Dr. Twersky wouldn’t sit in the Rebbe’s presence.
He stood like a soldier throughout the whole Sicha.

After the Sicha, when the Rebbe walked out, the Rebbe stopped by him (see Picture below)
and said something with a smile. I didn’t have the courage to ask him what the Rebbe said be-
cause he was very excited and emotional, and throughout the whole time that we were in the
car he was immersed in thought like I had never seen before.

[ Years later, I heard from someone in Pittsburgh that the Rebbe told him “It's nice to see good
old friends again,” but I was never able to verify this.]

About two years later, when the Rebbe started an unprecedented unbelievable Minhag, where
the Rebbe stood for hours and gave Brochois to anyone who wished and also hands a Dollar
for Tzdoko, then of course Dr. Twersky came for that too (see picture), and the rest is history.

The Rebbe on his way out stops to speak to Dr. Twersky Dr. Twersky at one of the Sunday Brochos/dollars.
(picture is taken from a still of an old video).
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