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our parents’ appreciation and respect. Lubavitch was new and different to them,
the memories of their own Rabbis very dear. But eventually the greatness (of the
Rebbe- Rebbe crossed out), and the beauty of Chassidus penetrated their hearts!

One of the many incidents related about the Alter Rebbe is about the time he
was released from prison and brought by mistake to the home of a misnagid, who
chastised the Rebbe for introducing “Keser” into the Musaf prayer. After much
ado, he respectfully served the Alter Rebbe a hot cup of tea,
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Two weeks later I had the privilege of going to the Rebbe Shlita for Yechidus.
After my questions, etc. had been disposed of, the Rebbe asked if I give Shiurim
in camp. When [ answered in the affirmative, the Rebbe said that I should arrange
to say a shiur on my birthday (the day before Tisha B'’Av), and not only relate the
sad history of the destruction of the Bais Hamikdosh, but also the positive fact
that Moshiach was born on Tisha B’ay, etc.

[ walked out bewildered. I had mentioned nothing to the Rebbe about the
“battle” and I realized the impact the new assignment the Rebbe had given me

would have on the recent and not too firmly patched up differences between me
and the Manhig Ruchni.

One of the (most- the Rebbe crossed off) pronounced contrasts between the
Mussar concepts and Chassidus is the rather morose somberness of the former
compared to the joyousness and optimistic faith (in the Almighty of the latter-
the Rebbe crossed off). The peak of sadness and seriousness is reached in the
mornful weeping on Tisha B'av for the loss of the Bais Hamikdosh. The chosid
too cries for the holy Temple, but clings to the (spark of- the Rebbe crossed off)
hope and firm belief that it will be rebuilt speedily (the Rebbe underlined) in his
time. The Rebbe had, I thought, encouraged me to inject Chassidic philosophy
in a most delicate point.

I had no desire to bother to return to camp. Should I go for the “honor” of being
expelled? Would [ have to do “battle” again? Should I tell the Manhig Ruchni
what the Rebbe had told me to do, or should I just maneuver for a Shiur on Erev
Tisha B'Av, and “sneak in” my ideas?

[ returned to camp. I had decided to do things right; I had nothing to be
ashamed of. But I could not talk myself out of my tension. What if—what if the
Manhig Ruchni refused to permit me to do what the Rebbe had asked. He would
then watch me closely and make it totally impossible to carry out the Rebbe’s
request. My nervousness must have been obvious when I approached the camp
Rabbi, and the very fact that I showed fear of his reply must have been redirected
to my benefit. He was most willing to hear out a “Shlichus” the Lubavitcher
Rebbe had given me, and had no objections whatsoever. It was easy to prepare
that lesson, thanks to the partnership with a prominent figure in Lubavitch. The
girls were introduced to a novel outlook, but more so was I, who began to realize
that the oppositions to Chassidus which I had so boldly and desperately fought,
was only superficial. All of us “new changers” to Lubavitch learnt this later from
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As in most such camps, there was a daily one- hour class for all, for which the
“Manhig Ruchni”, the camp Rabbi, prepared and instructed the counsellors the
evening before. Once, when it was my turn to give such a lesson, the topic for
discussion, as luck would have it was about a (famous- the Rebbe crossed out)
Rosh Yeshiva whose lifeand (great- the Rebbe crossed out) merits could (certainly-
the Rebbe crossed out) serve as an example. In my new burning Chassidic fervor,
however, I simply could not conceive of putting him on the same pedestal as the
great personalities I had learned about in Chassidic literature (who disregarded
their own persons in their boundless mesiras nefesh for Yiddishkeit every step of
the way, for every Jew in the world- the Rebbe crossed out).

The Manhig Ruchni knew that I “plugged” Lubavitch every chance I got.
This lesson was to me a problem of major proportions. Should I talk about
(the greatness of — Rebbe crossed out) this Rosh Yeshiva, and then also inject a
few Chassidic thoughts? At least a story of the Baal Shem Tov! Would there be
repercussions? To avoid the problem, I asked if I could exchange my lesson day
with another counsellor, as I didn not feel I could do justice to this topic. The
answer was an unequivocal NO. The battle was drawn. For once, it was demaded
from me, in so many words, to do as [ was told.

The next day dawned too soon for me. To my mazel, I was given two divisions,
about six bunks. My definace was still very much alive, so I decided on a
compromise. [ spent about ten, fifteen minutes talking about eh Rosh Yeshivah,
and procceeded to enhance his greatness by explaining, through a story of the
Besht of course, the perspective in which great people should be viewed, just as |
had learned in Chassidus. The children received the lesson enthusiastically, but
not the Manhig Ruchni. Two of his daughters were in that group, and after he
heard from them the details of the lesson, I was summoned to the office. I had
gone too far, I was much too defiant. I had a bitter choice—apologize or leave
camp!

Leave camp? I could not. I loved camp. I even felt a little “golus freedom” in
camp. Aplogize? Was I really sorry? Wouldn't I do it again?!

It was a hard decision. It cost me a long distance phone call to N.Y. to discuss the
matter with an old Lubavitcher friend. I made an attempt at his suggestion,and
sort of suggested that I must have been wrong, or something. All was patched up
and [ remained in camp.
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This was only part of the indecisions that faced us. We also had to consider
our dear teachers, whom we were also, to a degree, disappointing. We could no
longer accept their view that the epitome, the goal of a Jew is to seclude (The
Rebbe underlined) himself in Torah learning. We could no longer accept the idea
that mingling with others is inadvisable as it may lead to gossip and slander. We
could no longer look at uncommitted Jewry (as Rebels- The Rebbe crossed off) to
be only (The Rebbe added the word only) scorned and avoided. We had changed.

The name Lubavitch was (often- the Rebbe crossed out and replaced with)
sometimes thrown around at school, for praise or criticism, as were the views of
various historians about the Baal Shem Tov and the details of his biography. It
was a deep wound to know that in our home of homes, our cherished school, we
were somehow no longer completely accepted since we were “Lubavitcher”.

Our school was “Mussar” - oriented, emphasizing seclusion, individual study,
how to avoid the pre-dominant evil of the world and its effects. Chassidus was
confident, happy and emphasizing the good to be done—with ourselves, with
others. These were two (basically- the rebbe crossed off) different concepts of
Yiddishkeit.

But the time came when we realized that we could not live without the
Chassidic way of life. (We could not live without the guidance of the Rebbe. We
found it as natural as being Jewish in the first place; it made all Yiddishkeit make
sense- Rebbe crossed out some words and rearranged to say) We found it natural.
The guidance of the Rebbe made Yiddishkeit make more sense.

For most of us, summer usually meant camp, areligious girls’ camp. The summer
before I because a full-fledged Lubavitcher by virtue of marriage to my husband,
fond me in a camp which was run in the same spirit as my school. However,
the few Lubavitchers in camp certainly made their commitment conspicuous
through every means they could find--- the name they chose for a bunk, a D’var
Torah at mealtime, a comment, a song. It was perhaps a little too much for this
type of camp. Was I influencing them or were they teaching and guiding me? My
outlook was inevitably affected by the well-known Lubavitcher enthusiasm for
influencing others, for “making another Jew"...
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My first letter to the Rebbe is still vivid to me. It was not about anything
personal, of course. But a later one did tell of all my problems, questions and
indecisions..

[ remember my first Yechidus: The Rebbe remembered my middle name, which
[ had forgotten to mention in my note. I remember how the Rebbe discussed my
convictions with my parents who accompanied me, and how we all left reassured.

Today, when we are so involved and concerned with committed or potential
Baalei Tshuva, their serious problems and inspiring Mesiras Nefesh, it is hard to
picture that similar problems may arise when someone from an orthodox home
turns to Lubavitch. Thank Hashem, my own family situation was not one of the
“worst category” in my group of like-minded girls. Our Tanya was hidden by a
pillow, and studied late in the evening; we told our parents we were going to visit
a “friend” when we went to Chassidus class in Reb Yochanan & Gordon’s house.
Once one of my friends, who had “gone to a friend’s house to study and sleep over”
was caught “red handed” by her parents at a (forbidden- the Rebbe crossed out)
Farbrengen, and dragged home. Our new commitment to Lubavitch, to which
our souls were irresistibly drawn, hurt our parents (deeply- the Rebbe crossed
out). They were, after all, religious Jews whose prime goal- was to bring up their
children in their own path. It was a tragedy to them if their children chose a way
of Yiddishkeit which they could not identify. They wanted only the best for their
children, and the real Yiddishe nachas of having their children follow in their
footsteps.

They wanted to know, “Weren't they good enough and religious enough for us?”
We did not enjoy this delicate conflict. It is true that youth like to be defiant, and
enjoys a battle of wills. All in all though, we “changers” would have appreciated
a bit more harmony and family peace, a bit less going it all on our own. The
big question was; are we allowed to go against our parents, allowed to abandon
their customs, about which it is written, “The minhag of our fathers shall be
in our hands.” Are we allowed to cause (all- the Rebbe crossed out) this trouble
when the Yiddishkeit we grew up with was also a “Shulchan Orach” yiddishkeit?!
Lubavitcher literature depicting the beginning of the Chassidic movement and
the many stories of individuals who found their way to Chassidus gave us our
answer. The paths of Chassidus would certainly bring us to a closer feeling to our
Father and King.
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I must have been in my middle teenswhen I witnessed my first farbrengen. It was
Simchas Torah; as was the custom for me and my friends, we had finished visiting
(all- the Rebbe crossed off) the other Shuls in the neighborhood, and finally we
reached 770. I followed the others down the dark alleyway until we reached the
“Succah”, not that it was the Lubavitcher custom to celebrate Simchas Torah in a
Succah. In those almost forgotten, yet so recent days, the only area large enough
to accommodate a farbrengen, Hakofos, or the like, was the outdoor, fenced-
in, driveway area which, covered with Schach, served as the Succah of 770. You
didn’t need to take your coat off; there was no problem of steam heat, or air-
conditioning. There were no benches to stand on, or even to sit on as faras I can
remember. We could only squeeze into the fenced off area which was actually the
back yard of the apartment house next door. From there we could look on at the
farbrengen. The Succah was crowded, yet disciplined and alert to every move of
the Rebbe Shlite. The paradoxical seriousness in which the happiness of Simchas
Torah was expressed amazed me. There was the sense of stability to this moment
that was more secure, there was more resolve and more unity than in any [ had
ever known. Most of all, the older people, usually barely able to hold themselves
erect, were also singing and jumping with the same fervor as the young—before
the Rebbe! It was a new world for those who had yet to digest it.

My sudden interest in Lubavitch was immediately detected and deplored by
some who were very close to me. I myself was still questioning the differences
between Chabad and my own familiar ways. Like all new-comers, I was also
curious about the “slander” I had heard about Lubavitch. But.. Step by step,
farbrengen by farbrengen my ties grew stronger. I reached the point that I felt a
must (a can’t live without attitude about-the Rebbe crossed out and instead added
the word) attend every single farbrengen.
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METAMORPHASIS

Most people cherish the memories of youth- the time when one was most
enthusiastic, idealistic, wholly dedicated to principles. It is often from those
memories that one gathers strength to combat the strains and trials of later years.
So we must marvel how each generation disregards hearsay knowledge and
previous experience and tries again to conquer, to reform, firmly believing that
they will change the unhappy patterns and plagues of the world. Jewish youth
today is no different in this respect, and neither were we.

In my youth, American Jews were just finding their way to a rededication to
Yiddishkeit. The many recent refugees from Europe, with their fresh and devoted
Yiddishkeit, caused many an American Jew to re-examine his own life and some
of his deficiencies in this area. Yeshivos, including schools for girls, began to
show strong growth, and competition about which offered “the” right approach
and attitude was keen. The generally accepted “most religious” school produced
students who, regardless of their family background, conducted their lives on the
highest level of Torah principles. America saw something new- girls attending
seminary classes, wearing long sleeves and generally modest attire, donning
sheitels after marriage, marrying husbands learning in kollel—some mockingly
labeled us “the s’forim trogers” (the book carriers), (the apers of Yeshiva boys!- The
Rebbe crossed this out ) But our determination was very real. Weaimed to emulate
our wonderful teachers who represented Yiddishkeit without compromise.

In the midst of being involved in this revolutionary rededication to authentic
Yiddishkeit, I came to Lubavitch. To this day, I question whether it was a feeling
of some lack in my Torah idealism, or just seeing the beauty, the still more
vigorous determination and the even higher idealism of Chabad that brought
me to Lubavitch, or maybe it was just the Rebbe Shlite.
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Foreword

It is with heartfelt gratitude to Hashem for hisabundant kindness that we welcome
you to the wedding of our dear children Nissan and Shaina i'mn'w.

We are grateful to you, our many friends and family, who have traveled from far
and near to participate in this joyful occasion, and for all your wishes of Mazel Tov
and blessings to the Chosson and Kallah and their families.

As an expression of our gratitude we share with you this memento.
It contains:

1) a Hebrew section with letters and other answers of the Rebbe to the
family of the Chosson, and to the grandfather of the kalla.

2) an English section with a) an article -- with the Rebbe’s corrections --
written by the kalla’s grandmother, Mrs. Chaya Korf, for the magazine Di
Yiddishe Heim', and b) a letter she received from the Rebbe.

May Hashem bestow His bountiful blessings upon you, your families and Klal
Yisroel, and may we merit being able to go from this simcha to the Ultimate
Simcha of the coming of Moshiach Now!

The Wilimovsky and Korf families.
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