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Sheva Berachos — The Seven Blessings

THE BLESSINGS

1. Our sages established! that during the chupah (as well as during the Seven Days of Feasting) the
groom and bride are blessed with Birchas Chassanim (the “Groom’s Blessings”). These are the Sheva
Berachos enumerated below.

Groom and bride are blessed that they build their new lives together in tranquility and joy,
peace and harmony, and that their “love and friendship” be absolute on all levels: both with regard
to the physical level, the body, as well as with regard to the spiritual level, the soul. For as explained
above in the chapter titled “Introduction to Married Life,” not only is physical intimacy established
at the time of the wedding, but spiritual intimacy as well.

THE BLESSING — MORE SUBLIME THAN THE MITZVAH ITSELF

2. Kabbalah and Chassidus? explain the special quality of these blessings’ — they are not mere good
wishes, rather they act as significant and momentous empowerment to groom and bride.

In certain aspects, the blessings offered groom and bride are even more powerful and substantial
than the chupah itself!

So it is in regard to all mitzvos: the spiritual consequences and effects accomplished by the
blessings of the mitzvos are loftier and more potent than the spiritual effects of the performance of
the mitzwos themselves.

To quote the Rebbe Rashab:

“Although the blessings over mitzvos are of rabbinic origin, nevertheless, they are so much loftier
than the mitzvos themselves. This is to say, it is the blessing recited prior to the performance of the
mitzvos that most effectively accomplishes the unification of HaKadosh Baruch Hu ... and His
Shechinah which is achieved through the performance of the mitzvos. The divine force vested in the
blessing over a mitzvah draws down a supremely lofty spiritual illumination, emanating from the
Essence of the Or Ein Sof above.”

The same applies to the marriage blessings: “The marriage blessings draw down the veritable
degree of the Essence of the Ein Sof, and bless groom and bride ... that they bear a son and daughter....”

How CAN THE BLESSINGS BE MORE SIGNIFICANT THAN THE MITZVOS?

3. Understandably, the above is most peculiar and in very much in need of an explanation:

How is it possible that a blessing, be more formidable than the mitzwah itself? After all, the
blessing contains neither deed nor action, it merely involves words that are uttered as a preparation
and introduction to the performance of a mitzvah,

The question becomes even stronger when we consider the origin of blessings:

1. Kesuvos 7b, and onward. See also Zohar, Terumah, 169b.
With regard to the explanations of the Sheva Berachos, see the Rebbe’s Reshimos, Vol. II, “Regarding Marriage.”

Also worth noting: A number of the explanations of the Sheva Berachos are based on the discourses of the Chabad
Rebbeim. Particularly, from the Alter Rebbe (Siddur Im Dach, Derushim LiChassunah and Birchois Nesuin); the Mitteler Rebbe,
(Drushei Chassunah); the Tzemach Tzedek, (Sefer HaLikkutim, Erech Chasan v'Kallah, et al); the Rebbe Rashab (Samach
Tesamach 5657), as indicated in the particular footnotes.

3. Regarding that which follows, see Sefer HaMaamarim 5657, pp. 282, 219, et al.
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Blessings over mitzvos are not of Torah origin, they are merely of rabbinic origin.* The mitzvos
themselves, however, are of Torah origin. How can something established by the rabbis accomplish
something greater than that which is of Torah origin?

Moreover, the above does not accord with the halachik importance of blessings:

“Failure to recite the blessings does not invalidate the performance of the mitzvos.”> In other
words, if someone performed the mitzvah properly but failed to precede it with its proper blessing, he
has fulfilled his obligation to perform the mitzvah — what is most important is fulfilling the mitzvah,
not reciting its blessing.

Now, since the blessing has even greater spititual potency than the mitzvah itself, why doesn’t
the blessing become an actual part of the mitzvah; how can one fulfill the obligation of the mitzvah
without first reciting its proper blessing?

This peculiarity exists in general with regard to the relationship between the words of our Sages
and the words of the Torah:

The Gemara states:® “[G-d says,] the words of the Sages are sweeter to Me than the words of the
Torah.” In other words, the decrees and enactment of the Sages are sweeter and more beloved to
G-d even more than His own words in the Torah.

This too requires to be understood: How is this possible?

THE PROPER POSITION REGARDING THE WORDS OF THE SAGES

4. We must, however, first clarify the general position with regard to the words of the Sages:”

Our Sages state:® “All that a veteran scholar rules ... was already given to Moshe at Sinai.”
Which is to say, that the words of the Sages are not novel ideas and their own contrivances. Rather,
they are laws established by G-d, the Giver of the Torah. Our Sages merely revealed and made
known these laws to the Jewish people.

[t is true that some of the words of the Sages weren’t handed down in form of a tradition dating
back to Moshe’s receiving them from G-d at Sinai. Rather they are matters that they themselves
understood through their intellect. Nevertheless, in their supernal source, their words are “words of
the Living G-d,” “His wisdom and will.”®® Only, that “His wisdom and will” vested itself in the
minds and intellects of the Sages.

Stated slightly differently:

Part of the Torah was given directly by G-d, either at the time of Mattan Torah, or later on,
through the prophets, who served as the vehicle to convey and transmit G-d’s words, as the verse
states: “He revealed His secret to His servant, the prophets.”"!

Another portion of G-d’s Torah was transmitted via the Sages. According to the rules and
principles of Torah study!? and according to the precise nature of their intellect that was granted to
them by G-d, they understood the Torah’s wisdom. Even their sub-conscious was, as it were, guided

4. See Berachos 15a; Rambam, Hilchos Berachos, 1:2-3.

5. Tur and Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim, 692:1.

6. Awodah Zarah, 35a and commentary of Rashi.

7. With regard to that which follows, see Likkutei Sichos, Vol. IV, p. 1088; Vol. XIX, p. 252.

8. Yerushalmi, Peah 2:6. See also Vayikra Rabbah, 22:1. Cf., “Introduction of the Rambam to Mishneh Torah”.

9.  Eruwin 13b.

10. Tanya, chapter 4.

11. Amos 3:7.

12. “The Torah is expounded by means of thirteen rules”; “The Torah is expounded by means of thirty-two rules” (Toras
Kohanim, beginning of Vayikra. The principles of R. Eliezer are printed in the Talmud, following the tractate Berachos).
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from above, directing them to formulate their words — concepts that are in reality G-d’s wisdom
and will.

THE MAGNIFICENCE OF THE WORDS OF THE SAGES

5. As impossible and counterintuitive as it may seem, the Divine source of the formulations of the
Sages are in truth of a higher Divine origin than the words that the prophets directly received from
G-d.B

This is expressed to an even greater extent with regard to holidays and festivals — the holidays
that were established by the Sages, for example, Purim, possess greater constancy than other Torah
festivals. Thus our Sages have stated:!* “In the Time to Come, (in the days of Moshiach,) all festivals
will be annulled, while Purim (and Yom Kippur) will never be annulled.”

The reason for this:

The most profound and meaningful feature of a holiday is the attribute and aspect of Divine
revelation. In the Time to Come, G-dliness will be revealed constantly, as the verse states,
“G-d’s glory shall be revealed.”s Kabbalah and Chassidus explain'® that this level of Divine
revelation will be of an extremely lofty degree. As such, “all festivals will be annulled,” i.e., the
festivals will pale in comaprison to the constant and unending superior revelation of G-dliness
that will then be the norm.

The degree of G-dliness manifest in the festivals established by the Sages, however, will be so
potent and lofty, that they will endure even during the spiritually superior era of the Time to Come
— they are a most singular and unique form of Divine revelation.?

For the source of the words of the Sages derives from exceptionally and incredibly lofty spiritual
level.

THE MAGNIFICENCE OF THE SHEVA BERACHOS

6. The same is true with regard to the Sheva Berachos that are recited at a wedding:

At the time of a wedding the most exalted soul levels of groom and bride are united and the
there is then revealed to husband and wife the loftiest spiritual powers (the power of creating a new
being, the power of the Infinite One), as explained earlier on in the Introductory Chapter.

The Sheva Berachos are recited, to enable the manifestation of these lofty spiritual levels, as the
Sheva Berachos as well emanate from a truly exalted spiritual state.!s

13.  With regard to that which follows, see Torah Or, 90b; Sefer Halikkutim, Erech Lamed, p. 672.

14.  Midrash Mishlei (Buber), 9:2, in Midrash Shmuel, 9:2.

15.  Yeshayahu 40:8.

16.  See ibid, fn. 221.

17, “Mitzvos will be annulled in the time to come” (according to many opinions. See Sdei Chemed, Klalim, Os Mem, section 218,
et al.) Chassidus explains (Hemshech 5672, Vol. I, p. 193): “This does not mean that the mitzvos will cease to be, Heaven
forefend. Rather, they will be annulled in terms of their insignificance in comparison to the Essential [llumination that will
shine forth in the Time to Come ... like a candle in bright sunlight.”

In Yerushalmi (Megillah 1:5): “All the books of the Prophets and the Writings will be annulled in the times of Mashiach,”
but “the Oral Law will never be annulled.” For a fuller understanding of the above, see Toras Menachem-Hadranim, p. 229ff.

18. This is specifically why these matters were not given directly by G-d, but through an intermediary (the Sages); since its source
is so lofty it must (and can) be first vested in the intellect of the Sage.
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OBLIGATORY AND DISCRETIONARY

[7. The above does not contradict the law that the mitzvah is fulfilled even when one fails to make
the blessing:

Chassidus explains that the “discretionary commandments” are even loftier than the obligatory
commandments. This is precisely why they are optional: Since their source is spiritually so high,
man’s actions cannot force the divine emanations that result from their performance to filter down
into this world. They are therefore termed reshus, the Hebrew word for “discretionary,” for these
lofty emanations possess the discretion not to reveal themselves within the world.

To the contrary, man’s actions can more readily influence obligatory commandments, whose
divine source is lower, (wherein the person obligates the divine illumination to manifest itself within
the world). This is explained at greater length in the section titled “Be Fruitful and Multiply.”

So, too, with regard to blessings:

The reason one can fulfill the mitzvah without having first recited the blessing is not because of
their diminutive spiritual state, but to the contrary, because of their extreme loftiness.]

8. Having explained the wondrous quality of blessings in general, we shall now go on to explain each
of the Sheva Berachos. We will then understand how each blessing serves to enhance the lofty
spiritual emanations that are granted groom and bride.

Blessing One — “Borei Pri HaGafen”

“WINE GLADDENS MAN’S HEART”

1. The blessings for groom and bride, the Sheva Berachos, commence with the blessing of “borei pri
hagafen” over a cup of wine. The betrothal blessings as well begin with this blessing over a cup of
wine.

Other mitzvos too, such as kiddush for Shabbos and the Festivals, havdalah on the nights
following Shabbos and the Festivals, are also made over a cup of wine.

Blessings are recited over wine, as wine possesses the singular trait of arousing joy, as the verse
says,® “Wine gladdens man’s heart.” Our Sages comment:?° “Joy is only with wine.” So, too, writes
the Chinuch about the nature of wine:*' “Man’s nature is very much affected by it — it satiates and
brings him joy."2

Thus, it is a mitzvah to drink wine on special joyous occasions. This is particularly so with regard
to a wedding, at which time it is a tremendous mitzvah to cause joy to the groom and bride, as the
Tur states:” “It is a truly great mitzvah to cause groom and bride to rejoice.” Furthermore, our Sages
note:2* “There is no greater joy than that of a wedding.”

19. Tehillim 104:15.

20. Pesachim 109a.

21. Mitzvah 26.

22.  Taamei HaMinhagim, Inyanei Shabbos, p. 135, cites numerous other reasons as well.
23.  Even HaFEzer, 10:8.

24.  Sanhedrin 38a.
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“WHEN WINE ENTERS SECRETS ARE REVEALED”

2. An additional reason why wine is particularly connected to a wedding, lies in wines singular
nature of opening hearts and revealing that which had previously been concealed and masked. In
the words of our Sages: “When wine enters, secrets are revealed.”

Its connection to a wedding:

A wedding affects and reveals the most concealed and hidden aspects — the souls of groom and
bride that unite and are now revealed as one (as explained at length in the “Introduction to Married
Life”). There is thus a clear relationship of a wedding to wine, which reveals the “secret” and the
“hidden.”?

[Additionally: Chassidus explains at length? how the spiritual and divine source of “wine” is
truly lofty, and at a wedding as well, truly lofty powers are granted to groom and bride.]

The cup of wine as well — the “cup of blessing” — is linked to a wedding:

Chassidus explains?? that husband and wife are an allusion to the “cup of blessing” — the cup
alludes to the wife and the wine that is within the cup hints at the husband.

ISRAEL — THE GRAPEVINE

3. A Jew’s soul (which is so affected by a wedding) and wine are connected from yet another
standpoint:

Our Sages state:?® “The ‘grapevine’ refers to the Jewish people.” The reason for this is explained
in Torah Or:? “Wine is concealed within the grape, for the grape is round and wholly encompasses
the wine within it. It is impossible to get at the wine without squeezing and pressing the grape...

“So is it impossible to reveal the soul’s hidden love for G-d, which is as concealed as wine within
the grape, without first squeezing. Thus it says: ‘Be exceedingly humble,” ‘a contrite and broken heart,’
of the degree and rank of ‘my soul is as dust to all,*® at which time the divine soul is revealed.”

Blessing Two — “Who Has Created All Things for His Glory”

G-D AS ATTENDANT AT ADAM AND CHAVA’S WEDDING

1. We must understand why we make the blessing of “who has created all things for His glory” at a
wedding. What is the singular connection between G-d’s glory and a wedding. In other words: Why

25.  Everything that exists within the world possesses a spiritual source above. Wine, as well, possesses a G-dly spiritual source. By
reciting the blessing over wine and by drinking it, one reveals its spiritual dimension and source above — that being: the
revelation of the secret and covert aspects of the soul, as well as the soul’s unification.

Additionally, we may say: spiritual wine, the “wine of Torah,” refers to the inner portion of Torah, Kabbalah and
Chassidus. The study of Kabbalah and Chassidus enables the individual to reveal the divine “secret,” i.e., the G-dly soul.

26.  See, for example, Siddur Im Pirush HaMilos Al Pi Dach, p. 102c. See also there, p. 137c.

At times, however, wine can cause damage — when one drinks to excess. Chassidus explains that it is specifically because
of wine’s lofty spiritual stature, that when one tumbles because of wine, he will plummet and descend to rock bottom, in
keeping with the saying, “The loftier an object, the greater its fall.”

27. See, for example, Siddur Im Pirush HaMilos Al Pi Dach, p. 128b: “The goblet is the receptive vessel, the degree of recipient,
that in terms of the supernal Sefiros alludes to the level of Malchus, the spiritual degree of “woman.”

28.  Chulin 91a. The grapevine is also likened to “The mighty princes that materialize from the Jewish people in every generation
... Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov ... the Matriarchs ... the Tribes ... Torah ... Moshe, Aharon and Miriam ... the Sanhedrin ...
the Tzaddikim of each generation ... Jerusalem ... the Beis HaMikdash ... the king ... the High Priest, etc.

29. 3la, 46b.

30. Conclusion of the Amidah prayer.
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don’t we make mention at other events in a person’s life that they are for “His glory”; why only at a
wedding do we recite, “who has created all things for His glory”?

This question is posed by our greatest commentators, who provide any number of answers:

Rash®! answers that the blessing is recited on account of “the assembly of people, who have
congregated to perform an act of kindness, commemorating G-d’s kindness to Adam by becoming
his shushvinin and concerning Himself with him. This assembly then is G-d’s glory.”

This means: The blessing does not relate to the wedding itself, but to the assemblage and
gathering of people who are in attendance in honor of the wedding, which adds to G-d’s glory by
reminding us that G-d, too, attended the wedding of Adam and Chava.

As related in the Gemara regarding the wedding of Adam and Chava:* “G-d served as Adam’s
shushvinin.” G-d, Himself — without using the agency of an emissary or an angel — attended the
wedding and served as the shushvinin. The assemblage at a wedding reminds us of G-d’s kindness in
serving as Adam’s shushvinin.

We must, however, still understand:

There are additional events in which G-d participated and did not avail Himself of the agency
of an emissary.”> Why only at a wedding do we remember G-d’s kindness - “created for His glory” —
and not at other events?**

A WEDDING IS TO BE “FOR HIS GLORY”

2. We therefore perceive that there is something unique about mentioning “His glory” specifically at
a wedding.

One can easily be mistaken into thinking that the need to marry is not related to “His glory” at
all, but for human reasons — natural, physical and moral:

Natural — It is natural for both the male and female to desire and require to marry the other.
Physical — It is much easier for a person to lead a happy and successful life when he doesn’t live his
life alone, but shares it with his mate. Moral — Human ethics and morality demand that a person
marry and establish a home, so that he can have children and guarantee the continuity of his
species. There are additional conventional reasons for marriage as well.

We therefore commence the blessings of Sheva Berachos with the blessing of “who has created
all things for His glory,” in order to instruct groom and bride that their marriage is to be for “His
glory” — performing G-d’s commandments and building a faithful Jewish home with sons and

31. Kesuvos 8a.

32. Berachos 61a.

33. Such as at the funeral of Moshe, as the verse states, “And He buried him” — “G-d, Himself, buried Moshe” (Devarim 34:6
and commentary of Rashi).

It is possible, however, to postulate that G-d’s personal involvement in Moshe’s burial resulted from His desire that
Moshe’s burial site remain unknown (and if so, this “funeral” has no connection at all to other funerals, for which reason the
blessing of “for His glory” is not recited at funerals and mention is not made that G-d Himself attended Moshe’s funeral).

We find, however, that G-d came to console Yitzchak after Avraham’s passing, as the verse states, “After the death of
Avraham G-d blessed Yitzchak,” and Rashi explains there: “He consoled Yitzchak with the consolation offered to mourners,
nichum aveilim” (Bereishis, 25:11). This being so, the blessing of “who has created all things for His glory” should be recited
when people gather to comfort mourners, to remind us of G-d’s act of kindness, that He came Himself to comfort the
mourner’

34.  Awudraham (in Birchas Nesuin u’Pirushan) writes: “This blessing was established to remind us of the cause of a match, that
marriage is of primary importance to creation, for man was created in order to procreate, as the verse states, “He did not
create it for emptiness, He fashioned it that it be inhabited (Yeshayahu 46:18).

But this must truly be understood: What is the particular connection between marriage and procreation to “who has
created all things for His glory”? Why only with regard to marriage do we make this blessing?
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daughters who are true to their faith; their marriage is not for the glory of humans nor for the mere
purpose of fulfilling their physical needs.

Following this path is the best and surest guarantee that the marriage will be successful:

The only course that has withstood the test of time in assuring a successful and blessed marriage
and success in raising children, is a marriage that is based on “His glory.” This has been amply
demonstrated by the successful and happy marriages of the Jewish people throughout their long
course of history.

Those who only married out of physical requirements and desires, have not historically
succeeded throughout the generations to conduct such happy and successful married lives as did
those who based their marriages on the divine imperative to do so.%

King David expresses it thusly in Tehillim:¢ “If G-d will not build the home, the builders will
labor for naught”:

“If G-d will not build the home,” i.e., if the home is not constructed by G-d (and consequently,
for G-d’s sake and purpose,) then all who endeavor to build their homes solely by their own power
and intellect will labor in vain — all their efforts will end up being futile and fruitless and not
produce satisfactory results.

BOTH PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL — “FOR HIS GLORY”

3. There is a deeper meaning yet to the blessing of “who has created all things for His glory”:?

One can easily assume that G-d’s glory finds expression exclusively in spiritual and sacred
matters such as studing Torah and performing mitzvos. However, when one is occupied in his
physical affairs, such as eating and drinking, earning a livelihood, and the like — even when they
are not done out of physical desire but because G-d has so commanded — this brings G-d no glory.

A wedding, too, can be thought of as incapable of adding to G-d’s glory, although it is an
absolute necessity and a Divine command, for how can something so physical as getting married
possibly serve as a vehicle to enhance G-d’s glory.

We therefore commence the wedding blessings with “who has created all things for His glory,”
in order to teach us that “all things,” i.e., each and every thing, physical as well as spiritual —
martried life included — augment G-d’s glory.

OCCUPATION WITH THE PHYSICAL — AN EXPRESSION OF G-D’S DESIRE

4. But truly, how can our occupation with physical matters add to G-d’s glory?

This is accomplished, when a person knows that his occupation with material matters, earning a
living and the like, is to be done not only out of physical necessity, but because this is as a matter of
fact a component of G-d’s desire. G-d wishes that the world be conducted in a natural manner and
that a Jew occupy himself in material matters.

35. In Reshimos, Vol. II, p. 16, the Rebbe speaks of the tremendous spiritual deterioration that can occur to those who only follow
their intellect and lack belief and faith in G-d. The Rebbe cites the terrible holocaust as an extreme example — an event that
was executed by men of learning, ostensibly cultured individuals, who desired to build a “perfect world.” And it was
specifically such individuals who were responsible for this awesome tragedy, the most horrific destruction and devastation in
the history of mankind.

For the true foundation of life in this world and the true foundation of establishing a home and family, is accomplished by
contemplating that the entire world was created by G-d and that G-d commanded man to establish a family for G-d’s glory.
Any other course of action, whatever it may be, is doomed to failure.
36. 127:1.
37. With regard to that which follows, see Likkutei Sichos, Vol. 111, p. 906, et al.
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[After all, G-d can do whatever He wants; should He so desire man would receive his daily
bread effortlessly, similar to the manna that descended from heaven and required no effort on the
part of the Jewish people. Were this to be so, man would not be preoccupied with earning a living
and he would be free to study Torah and perform mitzvos from morning to night. G-d, however,
desires that a Jew also occupy himself in physical matters.]

Nevertheless, concurrent with man’s physical preoccupation, he is to remember and reveal that
“all things were created for His glory” — not only the spiritual, but physicality and materiality as
well were created for G-d’s glory.

IMBUING THE PHYSICAL WITH SANCTITY

5. There are two sayings used by our Sages with regard to our occupation with materiality:

a) “All your actions should be for the sake of heaven”;*® b) “Know Him in all your ways.”*

These two sayings are in actuality two stages in divine service:

1) “All your actions should be for the sake of heaven” — there is no inherent G-dliness and
spirituality within performing physical actions themselves; spiritual benefit is only derived from their
outcome — the actions are performed “for the sake (of heaven).” At this stage the Jew merely utilizes
physical matters for a spiritual purpose, the physical matters themselves, however, are not “heavenly.”

For example, earning a living is not inherently G-dly and spiritual. Nonetheless, a Jew uses his
hard earned money only for good and holy purposes — maintaining a home that is permeated with
Jewish ambiance, raising one’s children to Torah and to be G-dfearing, giving tzedakah, and the like.

2) “Know Him in all your ways” — it is possible that within the physical itself, “your ways,” one
should “know Him,” i.e., to imbue the very physical with G-d’s glory. That is to say, not only are the
ensuing results of one’s occupation in physical affairs utilized toward a spiritual end, but holiness and
sanctity is found within the physical itself.

The Shabbos meal serves as an example: The physical meal, its food and drink, is itself a
mitzvah. Not only the spiritual aspects of Shabbos (Kiddush, prayers, and the like) are a mitzvah on
Shabbos; physical delights (such as eating, sleeping, and the like) turn into mitzvos during Shabbos
when performed for the sake of Shabbos.

This, then, is the deeper meaning of the blessing “all things were created for His glory” —
within everything, physical matters included, G-d’s glory should be found.#

SANCTIFYING MARRIAGE

6. Herein lies the special connection between the blessing of “all things were created for His glory”
and a wedding:

Before one gets married, one can be totally immersed in Torah and occupy oneself
predominantly with spiritual matters, Torah study and the like, without being required to go out
into the world and earn a living.

Once the person is married, however, he will by and large have the responsibility of earning a
living and will have to leave his spiritual environment and occupy himself with material matters.

38. Awos, 2:12.

39. Mishlei, 3:6.

40. Chassidus explains that since G-d is truly infinite and without limitation, He is found within everything, and G-dliness can
thus be found within physical matters as well. (Only, within spiritual levels G-dliness is revealed, while within physical
matters G-d’s presence is concealed.) This being so, one can draw close to G-d through physical matters as well.
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Thus, at the time of a wedding groom and bride are informed that “all things were created for
His glory” — one’s bond and connection with G-d is not limited to when one can devote himself
exclusively to spiritual matters, but also while earning a living the person is capable of and expected
to remember G-d and enhance His glory.

Blessings Three and Four — “Creator of Man” And “Who Created”

“Blessed ... Creator of man.”
“Blessed ... who created man in His image, in the image [of His] likeness [He fashioned] his
form, and prepared for him from his own self an everlasting edifice. Blessed ... Creator of man.”

WHY MAN’S CREATION IS MENTIONED

1. These two blessings speak of G-d’s creations: The first, “Creator of man,” speaks of the creation of
Adam, while the second — “and prepared for him from his own self an everlasting edifice” — speaks
of the creation of Chava.

What is the connection between the first blessing that speaks about the creation of man to a
wedding?

The connection of the second blessing that addresses itself to the creation of Chava and a
wedding is clear, for only after Chava was created were Adam and Chava able to marry. However,
what is the connection of the first blessing that speaks about the creation of man in general with a
wedding; just as we do not mention man’s creation during other Jewish life cycle events, so too its
mention here is seemingly out of place.

Rashi explains:*! “Since we bless G-d for the second creation (the creation of the woman) so too
a blessing was established for the first creation (the creation of man).” In other words, the first
blessing is recited only in passing: since the second blessing, “an everlasting edifice,” mentions the
creation of the woman (“and prepared for him from his own self an everlasting edifice”), therefore as
an aside man’s creation is also mentioned.

This must be understood:*

The second blessing also mentions man’s creation — “who created man in His image.” Why
then is it necessary to again mention man’s creation in a separate and distinct blessing?’

We must also understand the text of the blessings:

The blessing “Creator of man” begins with “Blessed are You...” but does not conclude with

“Blessed are You...” The second blessing, however, both begins and concludes with “Blessed are
You...” Why the difference?*

TWO STAGES IN CREATION

2. We may say that the two blessings reflect two stages and dimensions in the creation of the couple
and formation of the home and family:

41. Kesuvos, 8a.

42. With regard to that which follows, see Torah Or, 7c; Maamarei Admur HaEmtzaei, Derushei Chasunah, Vol. 1, pp. 168, 175-8,
284.

43. The simple reason is that a short blessing only opens with “Blessed are You,” while a long blessing both opens and closes with
“Blessed are You.” Since the first blessing is a short one it only opens with “Blessed are You,” while the second, longer
blessing both opens and closes with “Blessed are You.” Here the deeper and more mystical reason is offered.
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Our Sages inform us* that Adam and Chava were first created as a single two-sided entity —
they were one single being who possessed the two faces of man and woman. They were then divided
into two, Adam and Chava. In the words of the Midrash: “Two countenances were first created.
Thereafter (came the second creation — ) they were divided (and man and woman became two
separate entities).”

Kabbalah and Chassidus* explain that the same is true with regard to the formation of the soul.

At first, the soul of husband and wife are one single spiritual entity, one soul. Later, the soul is
split apart and forms two distinct spiritual entities, half of which clothes itself in the body of the man
and half of which clothes itself in the body of the woman — as mentioned earlier on in the chapter,
“Introduction to Married Life”.

This is the inner meaning of the above two blessings:

The first blessing speaks about the couple as they are found above in the elevated spiritual
realms, where they are one entity and being, sharing a single soul. The blessing therefore states
“Creator of man,” in the singular — the solitary being and unified existence of the couple.*

The second blessing speaks of the couple as they are in this world — divided into two, man and
woman. That is why the creation of man and woman are mentioned separately in this blessing.

THE PHYSICAL REASON WHY THEY WERE CREATED AS ONE

3. Although the blessings are given to the couple as they are already existing in this world, i.e., as
two separate beings inhabiting two different bodies, we still recite the first blessing that reminds us of
their source, when they were entirely one, for doing so will enable them to engender a complete and
absolute degree of unity with one another.

Were they to have been sundered in their source as well, then there could never be an absolute
degree of unity between them, for it would always be apparent that we have here two distinct
entities that are attached one to the other.

However, since in their root and source they are truly one, therefore now as well, although they
were already separated into two, they are still able to return to their original state — to cleave and
unite with one another in complete and total unity, so much so, that it is impossible to distinguish
that they were once divided into two.

Accordingly, the Zohar states:*7 “When the two halves — i.e., the husband and wife — unite,
they then become one body, and they are then called ‘one.”

THE SPIRITUAL REASON WHY THEY WERE CREATED AS ONE

4. The creation of husband and wife in the spiritual realms as one entity and being, sharing a single
soul, also possesses a deeper meaning:

The couple’s Creator, G-d, is One, as we say in the prayers: “You are One and Your name is
One,”* for which reason His chosen handiwork, the Jewish soul, is also one. The division into two
only takes place at a later stage and lowlier level, when the soul descends into the world and

44. Bereishis Rabbah, 8:1, quoted in Rashi, Bereishis 1:27.

45. Zohar 111, Tb.

46. Alternately: The complete state of man’s creation is only achieved at a wedding, for only then does the soul become
complete, and it is, as it were that only then does the formation of man (a soul within a body) reach its conclusion.

47. Ibid.

48. Text of the Shabbos Minchah Amidah.
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becomes distant from its original feelings and awareness of G-d’s Oneness. Only then does the
division into two entities, man and woman, come about.

In other words, when the soul is in a state of “one” it is then on the level of existing in close
proximity to G-d, who is One. When the soul is riven into two, it is distant from Him, and from its
original sensation of the One G-d.

This is why the groom is called in Hebrew chasan, which mean “descent of level,”® because of
the groom’s spiritual descent — previously he was close to the One G-d, and now he has fallen into
this world, a physical world which is separate and spiritually insensitive to G-d’s Oneness.®

Accordingly, the above two blessings, referring as they do to two entirely different stages of
creation, differ as well in the degree of G-dliness they are referencing:

The first blessing, “Creator of man,” speaks of the level that is close to G-d’s Oneness.’! At that
stage, the couple is also one being. The second blessing, “and prepared for him from his own self,”
speaks of the level that is far removed from feeling G-d’s Oneness. At this stage, the couple has
become two distinct entities as well.

“CLOSING” SERVES AS PROTECTION

5. In light of the above we will understand why the blessing “Creator of man” does not close with
“Blessed are You...,” while the blessing “and prepared for him from his own self,” does conclude with
“Blessed are You...”:

When something is closed off, it is generally for one of two reasons: a) because the matter has
concluded and come to a close; b) there is a need to close something and secure it so as to protect it
from a threat and to ward off danger. Both of these matters apply only to the second blessing and
not to the first:

The first blessing refers to the soul as it exists on the spiritually superior level of “one,” prior to
its descent into this world and its lower present lower spiritual status.

At this loftier stage the need for “closing” with a blessing is unnecessary, as: a) this is not yet the
conclusion and closing of creation — there is an additional stage yet to come, the stage where the
soul is split into two; b) this blessing need not be “closed” and protected from peril, as the soul finds
itself near its source of the “one G-d,” and here danger from forces alien to holiness do not exist.

The second blessing, however, speaks of the soul as it finds itself within this physical world,
where it has already been sundered into two and vested within a material body of a man and
woman.

Closing with a blessing is thus a twofold necessity, for: a) this is the closing and conclusion of
creation; b) there is a need to close up and secure from peril, from the evil inclination, for the soul
has vested itself in a physical body and distanced itself from feeling the “one G-d,” and when one
doesn’t feel his closeness to G-d the evil inclination can cause spiritual damage.

49. See Yevamos, 63a. On the other hand, kallah, or bride, is related to the Hebrew word kilayon, yearning and longing — the
soul’s yearning and desire to rise ever higher, until it attains the state of “Creator of man.”

50. See Torah Or, p. 5c.

51. Which is why man is called in this blessing adam, “Creator of adam,” from the root domeh, “similar” and by extension the
word adameh, or “similar to,” for we are referring here to man as he is on the lofty level “adame l'elyon” (Yeshayahu, 14:14),
“similar to the One Above.”
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TwWO STAGES IN CREATION AND IN TORAH

6. There are two stages as well, within creation and within the Torah — first a level of unity and
“one” and then division into particular elements, plurality and multitude.*

With regard to creation: The Mishnah states, >*“The world was created by means of ten Divine
utterances ... indeed it could have been created by one utterance.” Chassidus explains* that at the
very beginning, creation came about by means of but one Divine utterance, thereafter it split into
ten individual utterances.

With regard to Torah: The Ten Commandments were originally given in one utterance, as our
Sages say:> “G-d originally said all the Ten Commandments in one utterance.” He then “repeated
and expounded each utterance individually.” Additionally, it is written in Tehillim* with regard to
the first two of the Ten Commandments, “G-d spoke one; two did I hear,” i.e., G-d gave the first
two commandments in a manner of “one.”

This is most perplexing:’

If in any event G-d repeated each utterance separately, as it is impossible for a human ear to
hear and a human mind to assimilate many utterances at once, why did He begin by saying them
first all at once? So, too, with regard to the world’s creation: since G-d created the world by means
of ten Divine utterances, what is meant by His first having created it with one utterance?

However, since G-d is “One,” all that initially emanates from Him does so in a manner of “one”
as well — division and separation only commences as the emanation descends and filters down into
the world and man. Thus the Rebbe states:? “Division is only on the part of the recipient, for from
the perspective of the Blessed Giver, all are as one Command.”

This is expressed both with regard to creation and to Torah:

With regard to the world: The initial stage of creation is of “one Divine utterance,” a stage and
level where G-d’s power and might is still felt. The second stage, the “ten Divine utterances,” the
level of multiplicity, occurs when distance is created from the “one G-d.” At this point division and
multiplicity occurs, each being created according to its individual nature and its exclusive purpose.

With regard to the Torah: The initial and primary stage of Torah is that of “one utterance,” for
just as G-d is One, so too is His Torah one. Subsequently, when Torah descended and was garbed in
earthly matters, it divided into a multitude of details — “Ten commandments.”

The same holds true with regard to husband and wife: Originally they were created as “one” —
“Creator of [a single] man”; only later were they divided into two — “and prepared for him [Chava]
from his [i.e., Adam’s] own self.”

52. With regard to that which follows, see Sefer HaMaamarim Melukat, Vol. 111, p. 163; Hisvaadiyos 5751, Vol. I, p. 249; Vol. III,
p. 232, et al.

53. Awos, 5:1.

54.  See Likkutei Sichos, Vol. XXX, p. 4ff, et al.

55. Mechilta and Rashi, Yisro, 20:1.

56. 62:12. See also Rashi at the conclusion of tractate Makkos.

57. See Torah Or, Yisro, p. 70d.

58. See Hisvaadiyos 5751, Vol. I, p. 233: “All mitzwos are one singular aspect. This is so not only from the perspective of the
Commander of the mitzvos but also as the mitzvos have descended as commandments — commands to man informing him
how he is to conduct himself within the world. In other words, even as the mitzvos are in a state of detailed division, in
relation to and in accordance with the world — even in this state their aspect is one, the drawing down and revelation of
G-dliness within the world.”
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THE ORDER OF THE FIRST THREE BLESSINGS
In light of the above we will understand the order of the first three blessings of the Sheva

Berachos — “All was created for His honor”; “Creator of man”; “and prepared for him from his own
self an everlasting edifice”:

Husband and wife are incapable of physically feeling their souls, as their physical and corporeal
bodies conceal and obscure the “oneness” of their soul.

In order to remove the body’s concealment and provide groom and bride with a sensation of
their soul (and thereby enable them to feel their true mutual soul connection, that they are both
truly part of one single divine soul), they are blessed with three blessings:

a) “All was created for His honor”: That groom and bride be aware that the entire world,
materiality and corporeality included, were created by G-d for the sake of His honor. Man’s purpose
is to reveal that the entire world was thus created. In other words, man is to refine and purify the
coarseness and physicality of his body and demonstrate that “everything,” including his physical
body, was created “for His honor.”

b) “Creator of man”: Once a person gains awareness how all his physical matters, including his
physical body, are “for His honor,” he is then able to also become cognizant of his inner spirituality
and holiness — his divine soul. This is the gist of the blessing “Creator of man,” that speaks of the
spiritual source of groom and bride, that they both possess and share one soul and both are in fact
one individual, one spiritual entity.

c) “And prepared for him from his own self”: The couple must realize that not only above in
their lofty spiritual source do they possess one soul, but here below as well, in this physical world,
when they are two separate and distinct entities and their soul has been split in two, they are still
capable of attaining absolute unity, a state of “one.” This is to say, that groom and bride are capable
of bringing Divine unity into this world of division, transforming their soul’s current division into its
original lofty seamless state.

When these blessing will be realized in their lives, husband and wife will live truly happy and
blessed lives, lives of tranquility and bliss. There will dwell in their midst true peace and harmony and
merit to build “new worlds,” as the Midrash says:® “Just as G-d build wotlds, so too your father (Israel)
builds worlds,” bearing children and grandchildren who occupy themselves in Torah and mitzvos.

Blessing Five — “May the Barren One Rejoice”

ENCOURAGEMENT TO THE NEW COUPLE

“May the barren one [Jerusalem] rejoice and be happy at the ingathering of her children to
her midst in joy. Blessed ... who gladdens Zion with her children.”

BRINGING JERUSALEM TO MIND

1. This blessing® speaks of the true and complete redemption, through our righteous Moshiach. At
that time Jerusalem will rejoice at the “ingathering of her children to her midst” — the ingathering
of all Jewish exiles to the sacred city of Jerusalem.

59. Bereishis Rabbah 98:3.
60. With regard to that which follows, see Reshimos of the Rebbe, Vol. II, Inyonei Chasunah; Siddur Im Dach, from the Alter Rebbe,
p. 272; discourses of the Mitteler Rebbe, Derushei Chasunah, Vol. 1, pp., 251, 278, 282, 317, 330.
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Rashio' offers the following explanation regarding the connection between the blessing of
redemption and the rebuilding of Jerusalem and a Jewish wedding: “It is because we are to bring to
mind Jerusalem at the time of our greatest joy.”

We must, however, understand the placement of this blessing; why is this blessing recited in
midst of the marriage blessings, between “who created man” and “Grant abundant joy.” Would it
not have been better to position this blessing either before or after all the other blessings?

ENCOURAGING AND HASTENING THE BUILDING OF THE JEWISH HOME

2. However, in point of fact, this blessing is directly connected to the previous three blessings, as it
serves to encourage and hasten their actualization.

This means:

During the previous three blessings we wish the newly married couple: a) that the true objective
of their marriage be that “All was created for His honor,” to enhance G-d’s glory, rather than
enhancing their own natural wishes and desires. b) to fully recognize that their marriage partnership
is not only a mutual physical choice, but a common and shared spiritual dimension, that they both
possess the very same soul.

Beyond doubt, these are grand and lofty goals and objectives that are most difficult to
accomplish. The newlywed couple needs all manner of encouragement and support to assist them in
accomplishing these goals and aspirations. Therefore, [in addition to the above encouraging themes
— that guarantee that their new home be whole (one entity), filled with joy and good fortune, for
many good and long years, we also add, and] encourage them with themes about the forthcoming
redemption — that they be aware that by basing their marriage on these forthright themes, they
cause good fortune, salvation and deliverance to themselves and to the entire world, through the
complete redemption through Moshiach.

THE DEEPER MEANING OF “THE BARREN ONE”

3. The text of this blessing, “May the barren one rejoice...” is extremely puzzling, in that the
conclusion of the blessing seems to contradict its opening:

The blessing begins by speaking of “the barren one,” i.e., she is barren of children. The blessing
then concludes with “at the ingathering of her children,” i.e., she does in fact have children!

However, according to the above that the inner meaning of this blessing relates to the formation
and the true being of the newly married couple, the text is eminently understandable:®

There are two distinct levels in the formation of the newlywed couple: They are first created as
one entity. At that time they are extremely close to the exalted spiritual state of “G-d’s Oneness,”
where all is one and there is no multiplicity or division. Then comes the second stage in creation —
they are created as two separate and distinct individuals. This transpires at the level where they are
distant and far removed from being able to feel “G-d’s Oneness.”®

These two levels correspond to the two states mentioned in this blessing: “barren” and “her

children.”

61. Kesuvos Sa.

62. See discourses of the Mitteler Rebbe, Derushei Chasunah, Vol. 1, p. 277, et al.

63. Derushei Chasunah, ibid, explains that this is the (inner) reason why the four Matriarchs, (Sarah, Rivkah, Rachel and Leah)
were biologically barren and bore their children miraculously, for their nature was that of feeling “G-d’s Oneness,” without
the multiplicity of children.
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“Barren” — “one” (one couple, one soul), without children, for they are spiritually close to the
exalted spiritual state of “G-d’s Oneness,” where all is one and there is no multiplicity or division.

And, “Ingathering of her children” — children do exist, i.e., there is specification and
particularization, denoting the lowlier spiritual state, distant from the lofty spiritual level of “G-d’s
Oneness.”

Blessing groom and bride that “the barren one should rejoice at the ingathering of her children,”
thus means the following:

That the spiritual quality of “the barren one,” the true feeling of “G-d’s Oneness,” permeate the
couple even as they find themselves in this physical world, a “world of separation,” where there
exists the multiplicity of “her children.”

This is the meaning of the “ingathering of her children,” that even in this physical world of
plurality and particularization, “children” (in the plural), there be ingathering, i.e., the singularity of
“G-d’s Oneness.”

Blessing Six — “Grant Abundant Joy”

“Grant abundant joy to these loving friends, as You bestowed gladness upon Your created
being in the Garden of Eden of old. Blessed ... who gladdens the groom and bride.”

THE FUNDAMENT OF JOY IN MARRIAGE

1. Joy is a central core and crucial fundament in marriage. It is thus a great and important mitzvah to
celebrate a marriage with great joy.*

“JOoY BREACHES BOUNDARIES”

Joy possesses the unique quality of “breaching boundaries.”

Each and every person is hindered by boundaries and limitations. Joy is able breach these
boundaries and limitations, whether they be personal or interpersonal. For example:

A shy individual, who would never get up and speak before a crowd and is embarrassed to
appear before them, will nevertheless during a time of great joy lose his inhibitions and will cease
being shy; he will act like the most extroverted person imaginable and will have the courage to
speak before the most august assembly.

Or, for example, a deliberate and reflective individual will act rashly and impulsively during a
time of great joy. Quite contrary to his nature, he totally departs from his norm and will dance and
jump with abandon, unable to control his emotions and feelings.

So, too, a king who is always found in his palace and is almost totally inaccessible, and who
always acts in a stuffily royal manner, will at times of great joy leave his confines and mingle freely
with the populace, delighting in sharing his joy with others, even if they are the lowliest peons.

Moreover, even criminals and rebels who are under lock and key will be freed for the duration
of his rejoicing, so that they may join in his celebration.®®

Who was greater than King David, who though elevated and separated from the populace,
nevertheless, when he preceded G-d’s Ark, “dishonored” himself in his great joy, as the verse states:

64. With regard to that which follows, see Maamar Samach TeSamach 5657, p. 224ff.
65. Maamarei Admur HaEmtzaei, Derushei Chasunah, Vol. 11, p. 491.
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“King David leaped and danced,”® “rejoicing before G-d with all his might, with songs and with
harps, lyres, drums, cymbals and trumpets.”?

JOY TRANSFORMS MAN’S NATURE

Additionally, joy transforms man’s very nature and temperament, the very characteristics that
were an integral part of his personality throughout his lifetime. Joy transforms the person’s nature
from one extreme to the other. For example:

Imagine a miser, skinflint, and moneygrubber, who loves money more than life itself, a person
who will endanger his life for an extra dollar and never share his wealth with another.

At the time of his rejoicing, this miserable and wretched individual may be transformed into the
most magnanimous and charitable of people, a person who freely dispenses his wealth in order to
provide food and drink to others. Moreover, he takes true delight in his generosity and munificence.

So, too, with regard to a highly secretive and guarded individual, who never reveals his secrets
to anybody, not even to his best friend, nor to his dear children or students. However, during the
time of his great joy he will not be able to contain himself and will reveal his closely guarded secrets.

JOY ACCESSES THE SOUL’S ESSENCE

2. The reason why joy is capable of breaking all boundaries:

The world is composed of many levels, higher and lower, above and below, and the like. There
are therefore diverse categories and groupings within the person himself, as well as dissimilarities
between one person and the next — each according to his particular standing.

When a person experiences a unique degree of joy, particularly that of the joy of a marriage, it
will permeate and reach the deepest and most profound rank within him, his very essence — the
very essence of his soul, a degree that transcends all other levels.

This level, which is termed the “essence of the soul,” is the source and root of all his soul
powers. When man’s essence is touched by joy, it will as a matter of course affect all his soul powers,
since they all derive from his essence, and it will cause them to rise to most profound heights.

In the words of the Rebbe Rashab:6¢

“During times of joy, one’s wisdom is irradiated; his wisdom and all his other powers are uplifted
and raised to his soul’s essence. This will cause his essential soul powers to alter from one extreme to
the other. For joy’s source is in the exaltation of the very essence of the soul, that level which is
beyond composite, and the ensuing delight is a delight of the soul’s essence.”

“IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN OF OLD” — THE TIME PRECEDING THE SIN OF THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE

3. The second half of the blessing states: “as You bestowed gladness upon Your created being in the
Garden of Eden of old.” In other words, the joy of groom and bride is to be similar to the joy of Adam
and Chava in the Garden of Eden — where true joy was felt, in complete liberty and freedom.

We may add, that by stating “in the Garden of Eden of old,” there is a lesson regarding the joy
that derives from “All the sins of the groom and bride being forgiven on their wedding day.”®

66. Shmuel I, 6:16.

67. Divrei HaYomim I, 13:8.

68. Maamar Samach TeSamach 5657, ibid.

69.  Yerushalmi, Bikkurim 3:3; quoted in Rashi’s commentary on the Torah, Bereishis 36:3.
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Seemingly the words “of old” — “in the Garden of Eden of old” — are superfluous: we are all
aware that Adam and Chava lived in the Garden of Eden a very, very long time ago. Why is it
necessary to inform us that this was “of old”?

However, “of old” teaches us that we are speaking here at the very beginning of the time that
Adam and Chava were in the Garden of Eden, prior to their sin of eating from the Tree of
Knowledge.

This, then, is the blessing offered to groom and bride — “as You bestowed gladness upon Your
created being in the Garden of Eden of old”:

a) That they be as happy, tranquil and serene as Adam and Chava were in the Garden of Eden;
b) that they be as sinless as Adam and Chava were in the Garden of Eden prior to their sin. Since
“All the sins of the groom and bride are forgiven on their wedding day,” their joy will be even more
intense and complete.”™

Blessing Seven — “Who Created Joy and Happiness”

“Blessed are You ... who created joy and happiness, bride and groom, gladness, jubilation,
cheer and delight, love, friendship, harmony and fellowship .... Let there speedily be heard in
the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, the sound of joy and the sound of happiness,
the sound of a bride” and the sound of a groom, the sound of exultation of grooms from under

their chupah, and youths from their joyous banquets. Blessed ... who gladdens the groom with
the bride.”

TEN EXPRESSIONS OF JOY — THE COMPLETE STATE OF JOY

1. Ten expression of joy are cited in this blessing: joy, happiness, gladness, jubilation, cheer, delight,
love, friendship, harmony and fellowship. The number ten denotes a complete state, for as known
man possesses ten soul powers: three intellective — chochmah, binah and daas, and seven emotive —
chesed, gevurah, tiferes, netzach, hod, yesod and malchus.

Thus the content of the blessing is that groom and bride merit total and complete joy, joy that is
of a level of the complete number “ten,” joy that is so all-encompassing that it permeates all of man’s
ten soul powers.

[The reason ten is a complete number is derived from the Torah, for the Torah contains the
“Ten Commandments.” The wotld as well was created by “Ten Divine Utterances.” So, too, a
person’s soul contains ten soul powers.]

FIVE — A COMPLETE STATE THAT TRANSCENDS NATURE

2. The number five is also alluded to in this blessing:™

The word “sound” is repeated five times: “the sound of joy and the sound of happiness, the
sound of a bride and the sound of a groom, the sound of exultation of grooms.” As all the words of
our Sages are extremely precise, the number five is evidently related to a wedding as well.

This will be better understood by first prefacing the point that the Torah, too, is related to the
number five, for in conjunction with the giving of the Torah “sound” (koil) is also mentioned five

70. The Mitteler Rebbe explains (Maamarei Admur HaEmtzaei, Derushei Chasunah, Vol. 11, p. 492), that the term “of old” is also a
reference to G-d.

71.  See Likkutei Sichos, Vol. XXI, p. 397.

72.  With regard to that which follows, see Likkutei Sichos, Vol. VI, p. 108.
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times:” “And it was on the third day, when it was morning, and there were sounds [of thunder]
(koilois, in the plural, i.e., two sounds) ... and the sound of the shofar ... and the sound of the shofar
... and G-d responded with a “sound” (koil, i.e., the sound of His voice).”

From the fact that “sound” is mentioned five times both with regard to the Torah as well as with
regard to a wedding, our Sages ascertain that there is a connection between Torah and a wedding
— “Whoever causes groom and bride to rejoice merits Torah.”

We must understand the significance of the number five:

Kabbdlah and Chassidus explain that the number five alludes to a level that transcends the
world:

The world is composed of four general components — fire, air, water and earth. The world also
contains four general types of creatures — inanimate, vegetative, animal and man. Torah, however,
relates to the number five, as Torah is loftier than the world.

The number five is therefore also mentioned at a wedding, since a wedding also affects matters
that transcend the world — unifying the spiritual soul that is “part of G-d above.”

[Moreover:

Kabbalah explains that within the spiritual realm of worlds there exist four worlds — Atzilus,
Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, which is to say that existence as a whole numbers four.

Therefore Torah and the Jewish soul, which are higher than the four worlds, relate not to four
but to five.]

“WHO GLADDENS THE GROOM WITH THE BRIDE.”

3. The blessing concludes: “who gladdens the groom with the bride.” However, the previous blessing
states, “who gladdens the groom and bride.” We must understand the reason for this difference:?

In the text “who gladdens the groom and bride,” the groom precedes the bride. However in the
text “who gladdens the groom with the bride” the opposite is the case, for the main joy is in the
bride and G-d gladdens the groom with her.

We find this difference in a number of other places as well. For example: The usual expression
of our Sages is “the joy of groom and bride,” with the groom preceding the bride. However, in the
Prophets we also find contrary expressions. For example: “as a groom rejoices over his bride.”” Here
as well, the main aspect of joy is in the bride and the groom rejoices over her. This would indicate
that the bride is loftier than the groom. However, when the groom precedes the bride, the
suggestion is that the groom is loftier than the bride. Who is loftier than whom?

Presently the groom precedes the bride, but in the Time to Come, in the times of Moshiach,
“the female shall encompass the male,””” “A woman of valor is the crown of her husband,”® i.e., the
woman will be loftier than the man, and the bride will be loftier than the groom.

73.  Shemos, 16:19.

74. Berachos, 6b.

75. With regard to that which follows, see Maamarei Admur HaEmtzaei, Derushei Chasunah, Vol. 1, p. 24, et al.
76.  Yeshayahu, 62:5.

717.  Yirmeyahu, 31:22.

78. Mishlei 12:4.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


