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FORWARD

It is with tremendous gratitude to Hashem for his immense
kindness that we welcome you to the wedding of our children
Sholom Moshe and Beina »mw.

We are grateful to our many friends and family who have
traveled from far and near to participate in this joyful
occasion, and for all your good wishes of Mazel tov and
blessings to the Chosson and Kallah and families.

As an expression of our gratitude we share with you this
memento which contains a collection of newspaper clipps and
documents, describing the Mesiras Nefesh of Rabbi Eliezer
Tzvi Zev Zirkind A”H - the grandfather of the kallah x"on%an
- to keep his beard and peyos when he was drafted into the
American army.

May Hashem bestow his bountiful blessings on you, your
families and Klal Yisroel, and may we merit being able to go
from this simcha to rejoicing in the ultimate simcha of the
coming of Moshiach Now!

The Freund and Zirkind families
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A brief background regarding the following documents and newspaper
clips:

My Zeide, Rabbi Eliezer Tzvi Zev Zirkind A”H, was drafted into the
American army, during the Korean war (Elul 5712 - September 1952).
Arriving at his camp, he was ordered to remove his beard and Payos. Zeide
adamantly refused, since it ran contrary to his Halachic convictions. The
commanding officer in charge threatened to sign a direct order for him to
remove his beard and payos, which would be signed by himself and his
superior. The punishment for disobeying a direct order was 5 years prison,
and since this order would be signed by two officers, it would be punishable
with ten years prison.

The National Jewish Welfare Board got involved in this case. Zeide made it
clear, that for him, a Lubavitcher Chossid who followed the ruling of the
Tzemach Tzedek, shaving his bead was forbidden. It was decided that
various Rabbonim would be asked for their opinion.

One of the Rabbonim who were consulted was Rabbi Eliyohu Henkin A”H.
Rabbi Henkin ruled that Zeide was not allowed to take of his Payos, but he
was allowed to remove his beard in a case of danger. When asked was is
considered a danger, Rabbi Henkin replied, “ten years prison.”

Zeide also had a Yechidus with the Lubavitcher Rebbe. Although some
members of the Jewish Welfare Board were present, the Rebbe didn’t pay
much attention to them and spoke directly to Zeide. The Rebbe told Zeide
that since he is following the ruling of the Tzemach Tzedek, then for him it
is 912»* Y81 197 (meaning he would have to give up his life, rather than
committing this sin).

The Rebbe also explained that this was a “war” between America and
Halacha, in which case one is obligated to give up his life even in situations
when one is not usually required to do so by Halacha.

When Zeide stuck to his resolution not to remove his beard and Payos, he
was placed in solitary confinement. While being there, the army sent in
people and they forcefully shaved his beard and Payos.
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A guard in the facility tried to help Zeide, and through him Zeide was able
to make contact with his family. A lawyer was called, and un uproar was
made. At that point, the story hit the press, (as can be seen in the following
articles).

Finally, the army had to relent and allow Zeide to keep his beard and Payos.

Later, Zeide was transferred to a training camp in Pennsylvania. The
commander of that camp, trying to make things easier for Zeida, told him
that he will try to make sure that Zeide is not sent off to fight. The
commander explained that when he would receive orders to send soldiers
to Korea, they did give him lists of names, but rather the amount of troops
needed. Accordingly, he had the ability to decide who goes where, and he
would be able to keep Zeida there.

However, he later told Zeide that his hands were tied. He got a direct order
from Washington, to send Private Zirkind to the “riffle company that had
the highest mortality rate.” i.e., to the frontlines, from where most people
don’t return alive. Obviously, someone in Washington wanted to silence
Zeide and the uproar that was being caused because of him.

Zeide was sent to the front lines (a.k.a. “Outpost Harry”). This was the place
of bitter fighting, and the two battalions that were sent there before Zeide
arrived, were completely decimated.

When Zeide arrived, his unit finally held the territory. Zeide, and his entire
unit survived.

Years later, the Rebbe once told him, “You fought with the entire America

‘II

(=the American government) and you won

The following pages contain various newspaper clips regarding the
incident, and some of the documents from the National Jewish Welfare
Board dealing with this case.
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IT'SA GREAT LIFE IF YOU DON'! 'm

Soldier, Forcibly Shaved, Now
Growing Beard, Peot Again

By LILI ELLER

Jewish Post Correspondent

e

NEW YORK (JP)—The case of Ellis Zirkin, the 22-year-old Jewish soldier whose religious ‘convie-
tion not to shave off his beard and peot landed him in an army prison last Sept. (JP, Sept. 19, 1952)
is still occupying the attentiom of the military authorities and interested Jewish organizations.

Zirkin has created an excellent record for himself as a soldier, and
fellow trainees. He completed sixteen weeks of _,basii: training on

According to all reports, Pvt.
is respected and well liked by his
Jan. 5 at Indian Gap, Pa., and is
now awaiting further orders.

Rabbi Samuel Berliant, chief
representative of the Orthodox
Rabbinical ‘Council at the Divis-
ion of Religious Activities of the
Jewish Welfare Board, told The
Post that the JWB is investigat-
ing the matters that led up to
the enforced shaving of the
Brooklyn soldier, and at the
same time is negotiating with
military agencies on formulating

_policy to be applied in future

similar cases.
RIGHT DEFENDED -

The JWB, he explained, has
taken the consistent position of
insisting on the mans right to
keep his beard and “peot, provid-
ed this does not violate Army
safety and sanitary rulings.
There is a question, for in-
stance, of whether the beard
would interfere with the proper
functioning of a gas mask.

“There is an Army regulation
in regard to shaving,” Rabbi Ber-
Hant added, “but it’s not such a
wvital one that it cannot be waiv-
ed in a case of religious convic-
tion such as this.”

Zirkin, inducted Aug. 28, is a
member of a Hassidic sect called
the Malakhim (Angels or Mes-
sengers). The Malakhim are a
small group concentrated in the
Willamsburg section of Brook-
Iyn who combine the meditative
philosophy of the Lubavitch
Hassidim with*the outward garb
of earlier east European Jewry:
a black kapote (long satin coat),
black creaseless hat and no neck-
tie, plus beard and peot. When
Zirkin insisted on keeping his
beard and peot—he had never in
his life shaved—he was taken to

': the stockade at Governor’s Is-

land, where he remained one
week and whére’ he was forcibly
shaved, In prison, Zirkin did not
touch food for three days.
ORDER COUNTERED
General Crittenberger, First
Army Commander, since retired,
had countered the order’ com-
manding Zirkin to shave when
the case was brought to his at-
tentiod soon after it -erupted,
stating that the boy was not re-
guired to shave. Zirkin has since
been re-cultivating his beard and

peot undisturbed.
~ But there are other problems

for the young “Malakh.” Since
his induction, he has never set
foot in the mess hall—he will not
eat Army food. He subsists en-
tirely on kosher food cans made
regularly available by the JWB,
on victuals donated by local
Jews, on the hospitality of the
camp’s Jewish chaplain, Sol
Roth, and on food packages
from home. Caplain Roth took
up Zirkin’s case immediately up-
on the latter’s arrival from
Camp Kilmer.

‘STRIKING COMPARISON’

David Eisenman, director of
the Armed Forces Division of the
Union of Orthodox Congrega-
tions, found a “striking compar-
ison” between the case of Ellis
Zirkin and that of the  Boston
soldier who, some weeks ago,
had requested and received per-
mission to wear his long hair
according to the religious pre-
cepts of the Sikh tribe of north-
ern India of which he is a mem-
ber. Eisenman, who said his or-
ganization had been following
closely Zirkin's case, felt both
matters “should have been han-
dled exactly the same.”

The Jewish GI, Eisenman
pointed out, was incarcerated
and the “undesirable” hair was
forcibly remoyed, while in the
caese of Sikh, there was no offi-
cial interference, and, moreover,
the Army publicized the incident

|as indicative of its policy of tol-

erance. Eisenman recalled, also,
that in World War II, an Ortho-
dox marine was allowed to grow
a beard by order of the command-
ant of the Marine Corps—re-
putedly the strictest branch of
the U. S. Armed Forces. 4

CITES ZIRKIN'S RECORD

As for Zirkin, Eisenman em-
phasized that the boy does not
want to get out of the Army and
that he has been establishing for
himself an outstanding military
record.

Whenever an individual is
conscientious and sincere, and

‘wherever the conditions are fa-

vorable, when a matter of relig-
ious observance is in question, if
it is handled properly, it is us-
ually carried out well.” p
Although the Boston soldier
had allegedly applied to Presi-

dent Truman before induction
concerning his problem, while
Zirkin had made no such formal
appeal, Eisenman felt that “that
is not the crux of the problem.
The Union of Orthodox Jewish
Congregations works closely
with the Jewish Welfare Board
and we hope to effect with the
Government a definite policy for
the future.”

PREPARE FOR WEDDING

In Williamsburg, the boy’s
family were in the midst of prep-
arations for Ellis’ wedding en.
11. The bride is Roslyn Landy of
Scranton, Pa., the holder of a
Ph. D. degree from Marywood
College, a Catholic girls’ school.

“You see, Roslyn ‘is so Ortho-|

dox, she went to a Catholic col-
lege in order not to attend school
with boys,” Zirkin’s father ex-
plained.

“My boy is doing his best in
the Army,” Zirkin continued. “He
never dodged military service,
nor would he claim exemption en
grounds of conscientious objec-
tion. We are American citizens,
he was born here, and he feels
he should do his duty. His beard
and peyot are just a matter of
honest, sincere conviction,” his
father, himself beardless, told
The Post.

SHUNNED ISRAEL ETROG

To illustrate the extent of his
son’s Orthodox convictions, Zir-
kin told The Post of the $25
etrog from Genoa, Italy, which
was sent to Ellis at camp for
Sukkot, as well as the Hanukah
lamp the soldier took with him.
The Israeli etrogim were regard-
ed by some ultra-Orthodox as not
ritually suitable, as they had
been grown during 5712, a Shmit-
tah (Sabbatical) year.

Ellis has been a shohet since
he was seventeen. He also has a
smikhah (rabbinical ordination),
though it is not from the Luba-
vitch Yeshivah which he attend-
ed.

When he had asked,three lead-
ing rabbis for advice about his
problem, they all told him to
shave. The Lubavitcher rabbi,
when asked, commented that El-
lis should have come to him be-
fore induction.

- ‘My son has more guts than

january 9, 1953

all the rabbis,” the elder Zirkin
asserted. “It's a great wor]d if

you don’t weaken.”

|
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The National Jewish Post, Friday, August 28, 1953:

. The other was with ELLIS
ZIRKIN, the bearded soldier who
had been forcibly shaved when
he entered the army and then al-

lowed to grow It again, on re
liglous grounds, Zirkin, =ald Rab-

The National Jewish post, Friday, March 12, 1954:

Reds Turned Yellow
ORPORAL Lazar Zirkind is
back in Williamsberg, N. Y.
from Korea, owner of a new
beard. The ultra-Orthodox young
G.I. who raised e« furor some
months ago when he was forced
t shave off his beard while in
service, became a hero because
of his orthodoxy. The enemies in
Korea, frightened at the 'sight
of a soldier with an odd, fringed
garment (tzitzes) flowing from
under his battle jacket, would flee
in hasty retreat,

*x K K
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wbom

disposed of by the

immediate Army Commander in whose jurisdiction the case arises,
in accordance with the existing regulations,

In the meantime, Pvt. Zirkind had been transferred to
Indiantown Gap Military Reservation, Pa,, where he received permission from the
Commanding General of the Second Army, through the authorities at Indiantown Gap,
to retain his beard and to wear special items of clothing that are not considered
part of the military uniform, In a letter written shortly after Pvt. Zirkind's
arrival at Indiantown Gap, the Commanding General of Hq Sth Infantry Division,
Indiantown Gap, requested the discharge of the serviceman under the provisions of
ParoIL,AR 615=365, The letter pointed out that Pvt. Zirkind is a member of the
group known as the "Lubavitcher Chasidim" and therefore his religious principles
differ significantly even from those of the Orthodox group, The letter alsos tated
that the Commanding General, after interviewing Pvt.Zirkind, felt that, since he
would constant

1y require special privileges, he would not be an asset to the service,
In an endorsement from Hg Second Army, the recommendation made by the Commanding
General of the 5th Infantry Division was approved, The second endorsement, however,
made by AG, Department of the Army, stated thatit did not favor the release of Pvt.
Zirkind, The endorsement continued with a detailed discussion of Orthodox law, with

quotations from authorities on Jewish law to prove the reason for the denial of the
discharge, This opinion was rendered b

Yy a private rabbi from whom the Department
of the Army had received guidance in the matter, :

The action of the Army in taking the word of a private ine
dividual on a matter of religious import was brought before the DRA at a meeting

of the Executive Committee on December 23, 1952, The Executive Committee directed
the Chairman of DRA to write to the Adjutant General, Deparbment of the Army, pro=
testing the fact that, although the Commission on Jewish Chaplaincy is the recog=
nized agency for advising the Armed Forces on religious affairs insofar as Jewish

men are concerned, the Army in this instance departed from the established channels
in seeking advices

The current meeting of D,R.A, approved a letter on the matter
from the Chairman of DeReA. to the Adjutant General of the Army,

) In behalf of the D.R.A. and the Rabbinical Council of
America, Rabbi Berliant expressed appreciation for the efforts of the Commanding
General of Indiantown Gap, who demonstrated fine understanding and cooperation in
dealing with this unusual situation,

Pvt, Zirkind, who made an excellent record in basic traine
ing and was considered a model soldier, is currently under orders to go to the Far

East, When he was alerted for FECOM, the Director of DRA addressed aletter to the
FECOM chaplain, Chaplain James T, Wilson, explaining the situation to him and request —
ing the cooperation of his office in enabling the serviceman to maintain his reli
ious convictions, On the advice of DRA, the serviceman himself has directed a re-
quest to the Office of the Secretary of Defense request ing that an exception be made
in his case, as has been done in the case of members of other religious sects, insow
far as the regulations involved are concerneds At the same time, the Lubaviteher
Rebbe, who is the recognized leader of the sect to which Pvte Zirkind belongs, has
been asked by the Orthodox group to instruct the serviceman to shave overseas, so
that he will not be hindered in using a gas mask should eircumstances make this e
essarys

During the course of these developments, Pvt 3
a number of visits to the office of the DRA for consultation and ) m;gfi:gm pl:d
Berliant, in presenting his report to the meeting, informed the grg“idwp _— Rabb.
avitcher Rebbe has expressed his appreciation for DRAts help in the mat Lub-
Zirkind has indicated that the bulk of the kosher

Pyt
food which he recei: : i
town Gap was obtained from the JWB through the Jewish chaplain at :l.:v(.}: at Indiane

P; for whese

helpfulness the servic s t was the of the
serviceman expressed his titude, It was concensus
meeting that y 0 311 whe

the approach of the DRA and of all who concerned themselves with the
religious welfare of the serviceman was very sound and helpfule
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The following is a correspondence between Zeida and Rabbi Aryeh Lev from the Jewish
Welfare Board, while he was in Korea.
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