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Bs”d 

 

FORWARD 

It is with tremendous gratitude to Hashem for his immense 

kindness that we welcome you to the wedding of our children 

Sholom Moshe and Beina שיחיו.  

We are grateful to our many friends and family who have 

traveled from far and near to participate in this joyful 

occasion, and for all your good wishes of Mazel tov and 

blessings to the Chosson and Kallah and families.  

As an expression of our gratitude we share with you this 

memento which contains a collection of newspaper clipps and 

documents, describing the Mesiras Nefesh of Rabbi Eliezer 

Tzvi Zev Zirkind A”H –  the grandfather of the kallah  ט"אתבלח  

-  to keep his beard and peyos when he was drafted into the 

American army. 

May Hashem bestow his bountiful blessings on you, your 

families and Klal Yisroel, and may we merit being able to go 

from this simcha to rejoicing in the ultimate simcha of the 

coming of Moshiach Now!  

 

The Freund and Zirkind families  
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A brief background regarding the following documents and newspaper 

clips: 

My Zeide, Rabbi Eliezer Tzvi Zev Zirkind A”H, was drafted into the 

American army, during the Korean war (Elul 5712 – September 1952). 

Arriving at his camp, he was ordered to remove his beard and Payos. Zeide 

adamantly refused, since it ran contrary to his Halachic convictions. The 

commanding officer in charge threatened to sign a direct order for him to 

remove his beard and payos, which would be signed by himself and his 

superior. The punishment for disobeying a direct order was 5 years prison, 

and since this order would be signed by two officers, it would be punishable 

with ten years prison.  

The National Jewish Welfare Board got involved in this case. Zeide made it 

clear, that for him, a Lubavitcher Chossid who followed the ruling of the 

Tzemach Tzedek, shaving his bead was forbidden. It was decided that 

various Rabbonim would be asked for their opinion. 

One of the Rabbonim who were consulted was Rabbi Eliyohu Henkin A”H.  

Rabbi Henkin ruled that Zeide was not allowed to take of his Payos, but he 

was allowed to remove his beard in a case of danger. When asked was is 

considered a danger, Rabbi Henkin replied, “ten years prison.” 

Zeide also had a Yechidus with the Lubavitcher Rebbe. Although some 

members of the Jewish Welfare Board were present, the Rebbe didn’t pay 

much attention to them and spoke directly to Zeide. The Rebbe told Zeide 

that since he is following the ruling of the Tzemach Tzedek, then for him it 

is יעבוריהר ואל  ג   (meaning he would have to give up his life, rather than 

committing this sin).  

The Rebbe also explained that this was a “war” between America and 

Halacha, in which case one is obligated to give up his life even in situations 

when one is not usually required to do so by Halacha. 

When Zeide stuck to his resolution not to remove his beard and Payos, he 

was placed in solitary confinement. While being there, the army sent in 

people and they forcefully shaved his beard and Payos.  
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A guard in the facility tried to help Zeide, and through him Zeide was able 

to make contact with his family. A lawyer was called, and un uproar was 

made. At that point, the story hit the press, (as can be seen in the following 

articles).  

Finally, the army had to relent and allow Zeide to keep his beard and Payos.  

Later, Zeide was transferred to a training camp in Pennsylvania. The 

commander of that camp, trying to make things easier for Zeida, told him 

that he will try to make sure that Zeide is not sent off to fight. The 

commander explained that when he would receive orders to send soldiers 

to Korea, they did give him lists of names, but rather the amount of troops 

needed. Accordingly, he had the ability to decide who goes where, and he 

would be able to keep Zeida there. 

However, he later told Zeide that his hands were tied. He got a direct order 

from Washington, to send Private Zirkind to the “riffle company that had 

the highest mortality rate.” i.e., to the frontlines, from where most people 

don’t return alive. Obviously, someone in Washington wanted to silence 

Zeide and the uproar that was being caused because of him.   

Zeide was sent to the front lines (a.k.a. “Outpost Harry”). This was the place 

of bitter fighting, and the two battalions that were sent there before Zeide 

arrived, were completely decimated. 

When Zeide arrived, his unit finally held the territory. Zeide, and his entire 

unit survived. 

Years later, the Rebbe once told him, “You fought with the entire America 

(=the American government) and you won!”  

The following pages contain various newspaper clips regarding the 

incident, and some of the  documents from the National Jewish Welfare 

Board dealing with this case.  
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 january 9, 1953 
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The National Jewish Post, Friday, August 28, 1953: 

 

 

The National Jewish post, Friday, March 12, 1954: 
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The following is a correspondence between Zeida and Rabbi Aryeh Lev from the Jewish 

Welfare Board, while he was in Korea. 
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